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| AN 
Argumentative and Practical 


| DISCOURSE 
\||Jnfant- Baptiſm 


IN WHICH 


I. The Lawfulneſs of Infant-Bapgiſm is Demon- 
ſtrated. 

| | II. The Objeftions againſt Infant - Baptiſm are 

E Anſwered. ' 

| I11. The Uſefulneſs of the Ordinance is Aſlerted. 

l V. The Sinfulneſs of Re-baptizing Manifeſted 

V. The Non-neceſlityof Dipping Evidenced. 

V I. The Practical Uſe of Infant-Baptiſm Urged | | 
and lnforceda, v2: = 


Quicunque Parvulos. ticentes ab ateris Matrum Bap | 
tiz,andos efſe negat Anathema eſto, Concil, Mile- 
wit, Can. 2. 
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The Occaſiondf the Following Diſcourſe. 


NAINCE the late General Libtrty; 'the otifts! 
” (thinking themſelves thereby let looſe upon ut Y' have” 
\* diſperſt rhemſelves into ſeveral Counties : Endeavors 
ring 10 draw away our People from us; by perſwading' 
theri ts Renounce their firſt Dedication to God in Baptiſm,and 
to etifer into their Communion after the Way of Dipping. C 

' Oneof their Teaching Diſciples,having ſet up in onr Cos! 
wor hood for making Proſelites, by Re-baptizing them in"4 na® 
fy Horſe-pond ;, into'which the filth of the adjacent Stable oc" 
tafponally flows; and out of which his deluded Converts come' 
forth with ſo much Mudd'and Filthineſs upon them, that they 
rather reſembled Creatures ariſing out of the Bottomleſs Pix, 
then the' Candidates of Holy Baptiſm, and all this before & 
woms ſcuous ultitude in the face of the Sun, | 
My Spirit bereat was juftly mqved, ( as 1 think every good: 
mans ought to be) and 1 couſd not but paſſionately mourn, 
that ſuch a Sacred Inſtitution of gnA\Bleſſed Saviour, and one 
of the moſt venerable Myſteries of our Religion ſhould be thus 
mftituted and expoſed to publick contempt and ſcorn. Hereap-. 
n1 apprehended it my obliged Duty, to warn the People of my 
Charge, of the Sin and Danger of theſe Principles and Pra- 
tices * And accordingly in my Expoſition of our Church Ca: 
echiſmn, treating of the Sacrament of Baptiſm ; I proved the 
Lawfulneſs, and Afſerted the Uſefulneſs of InfantsBaptiſms 
And manifeſted the Sinfulneſs of Re-baptizing. 
This ſo offended our Waterman, that be ſent me a Letter, 
Vebarging me ith delivering Scriptureleſs Dottrine, and deſs- 
rig that he might hear from me; Wherezpon ſoon after 1 went 
's his Meeting- Place and before the People demanded the Fiw- 
ice of bim1to bear the dofFrine which unheard be had charged 
bith falſbood, and then _ him t0 make good bis charge. 


" And the better to compoſe and prepare the minds of the Au 
Wory, as alſo for obt aining a Bleſſing upon the Truths deliver- 
td: 1 began with bumble Invocation, and calling upon Almighs 
yGod for bis Infinence and Pon in the fallowing Prayer. 

- 


» 


The Prayer. 
O': Eternal and_Almighty God! Who ſhewelt to 

them thatbe in Error the Light of thy Truth, to 
the; intent that they may return into the way of Righte. 
ouſneſs 3. we moſt Hymbly beſeech Thee at this time to 
enlighten our Underſtandings ſavingly,in the Knowledge 
of thy.Mind and Will, that we may be guided into all 
Truth neceſſary to our Salvation. Great is our natura! 
Blindneſs and Ignorance, but Thou haſt promiſed that 


thy Word andthy Spirit ſhall never depart from us. May | 


we then at all times be taught of God, and made wiſe un- 
to Salvation : Thou fitteſt in Heaven that teacheſ: 
Hearts ; who teacheth like Gad ? 

Aſſt, we pray Thee, thy Servyant in the delivery of 
tle preſent Meſſage: Singly to aim at thy Glory, and 
compaſſionately to endeavour the Right information of 
this Peoples Judgments, and to deſire the Salyation of 
their [Immortal Souls : To that end, let thy Holy:;Spirit 
ſo influence their Minds and Wills, that they may hear 


thy Word without prejudice, that they may entertain 
thy Truths without partiality ; that they may obey from 


the Heart the form of Doctrine delivered to them, how 
contradictory ſoever it may be to their Private Opini- 
ons, .or ſecular Intereſts. All which we humbly beg, . in 
the Name and Mediation of the Infinicely Worthy 
Jeſus: Who hath both directed and commanded ys, 
when we pray, to ſay, Our Father, &c. 


Theſe Two Books following by the ſame Author, 

The Poor Man's Help, and Young Man's Guide ; containing; 
1; Dodtrinal Inftruftions for the right Informing of his Judgment, | 
2; Pracal DireCtions for the general Conrſe of his Life. 3. Pat- 
ricular Advices for the:well managing of every Day: With Refe- 
rence, to his I. Natural Aftions, IT. Civil Imployments, 111. Ne- 
ceflaty Recreations, IV. Religious Duties: Paricularly, 1. Prayer. 
Publick in the Congregation. Private in the Family. Secret in the 
Cloſet -2. Reading in the- Holy Scriptures. 3. Hearing of the Word 


Ou — 


Preached. 4. Receiving of the Lords Supper. Unto which is added | 


An Earneſt Exhortation unto all Chriſtians to the Love and Pra* 
(tiſe-of Univerſal Holineſs. 


-—— His Sermon at *'r. GurnaPs Funeral: Both Printed for, and 


Sold by Tho, Parkturſ? at the Bible and Three-Crowns in C heap-fide. 
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Of Infant Baptiſm.” i 

The Subſtance of the following Diſ- 

courſe was Delivered, under the enſuing Pro- 
poſttions. 


——_—— ——— 


At Lanham #» Suffolk, 1691. 


| 


1, Prop. Fx Baptiſm by Water is a Sacrament of 
the New Teſtament, Inſtituted by Jeſus 

Chriſt, for the ſolemn Admiſſion of the party Baptized 

into the Chriſtian Church z and to be a Sign and Seal 

unto him of the Covenant of Grace. | 

2. Prop. That not only thoſe who do attually pro- 

feſs Faith in Jeſus Chriſt ; bat the Infants of fach Profeſ- 


| fors, may and onght to be Baptized. 


3.Prop. That Baptiſm Adminiſtred toperſons in their 
Infancy, is much more uſeful and advantagious, than 
when omitted in Youth, and afterwards Adminiſtred in 
riper years. 

4. Prop, That Baptiſm ought but once to be Admi- 
niſtred to any Perſon ; and ought not to be Re-iterated 
or Repeated. Bo. | 

5- Prop. That Dipping or Plunging of a Perſon into 
the Water, tn the aCt of Baptizing, is not neceſſary; but 
Baptiſm is rightly Adminiſtred by pouring or ſprinkling 
Water upon the Perſon Baptized. ; EE TOY 

6. Prop. That the-efficacy of Baptiſm is.not tyed to 
that moment of time, wherein it is Adminiſtred ; but 
It 1s a Chriſtians duty to make a daily improvement of 
his Baptiſmal Vow as an engagement to the Practice of 
217 wane Holineſs. wed 
__ As tothe firſt of theſe Propoſitions, namely that. Ba 
tiſm by Water is an Ordinance of Chriſt ſit in "66M 


Yoo of the Anabapriſts perſafion and we are agreed : 
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I know of none that call themſelyes Chriſtians, 
| Wer Ba tiſm to be'an; Ordinance of our 


D. Man y of theſe Quakers were once your Profelytes, and 


denying Infant-Baptiſm, they are given up to deny al 
Water-Baptiſm, and to decry all Goſpel-Ordinances: 
the whole of. their Religion being little elſe than Frez: 
kiſhneſs and Enthuſaſm. 

The great Controverſie betwixt us and you lyes in 
the ſecond Propoſition z Touching the Subjefts capable 
of Baptiſm : whothe perſons are which may and ought 
ta be Baptized. All ſuch as do Actually profeſs Faith in 
Chriſt, and Obedience to him, ſay you, and ſo ſay we 
too: But not only fuch, for the Infants alſo of ſuch 
Profeſſors may and ought to be Baptized. | 

Therefore for the clearing and confirming of this Pro 
poſition : I ſhall Firſt, propound to your Conſideration, 
teveral Arguments drawn from the Holy Scriptures for 
Infant Initiation, ſhewing the Infants right to the Seal 
of the Coyenant, from their being in Covenant, and 
that by Vertue of this Right, the Primitive Church of 
Old, 'and all the Reformed Churches at this day did, 
and do admit Infants to Baptiſm. Secondly , I ſhal 
anſwer the Objections which the Oppoſers of Infant-: 
Baptiſm do make agaiaſt thoſe Arguments. 

I. Arg. If the Infapts of the Jews were partakers of 
CircumciGon z then the Infants of Chriſtians, may and 
ought to be. partakers of Baptiſm. 

But the Jewiſh Infants were partakers of Circumciſ- 
on: Therefore Chriſtian Infants may and ovght tos 
partakers of Baptiſm. ' = 
'. If Baptiſm fucceeds in the room of Circumciſion: 


OD LH 


6, ex |; Quakers, who tell us, it was | 
0 ry Wipeniation And ended with fobn the 


p CIRoOne Judgment of God upon them, ought 
with ſeriouſneſs and ſadeſs of Spirit to be remark'd forl 


Then as the Jewiſh Iafants were Circumciſed ; R the 
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The Lawfulneſs of Tnfant-Baptiſm. 3 
nfants of Chriſtians may and ought to be Baptized : 
But Baptiſm ſucceeds in the room of Circumciſion. 
Therefore as their Children were Circumcifed then, 


' ſo may ours be Baptized now. 


If you deny that Baptiſm ſucceeds in the room of 
Circumciſion; I prove it by a double Argument. 

1. If Baptiſm ſucceeds not in the room of Circum: 
ciſion ; then either Circumciſion is not Aboliſhed, or 
elſe ſome other Ordinance ſucceeds in the room of Cir- 
cumcilion. But to ſay that Circumciſion is not Aboliſhed, 
is Vertually to deny that Chriſt is come in the fleſh; and 
no other Ordinance is pretended to ſucceed in the room 
of Circumciſion. Therefore Baptiſm undoubtedly ſuc- 
ceeds, or nothing ſucceeds in the room of Circumciſion. 

2, Again, If Baptiſm ſignifies the ſame thing that 
Circumciſion did, and ſerves for the ſame end, for 
which Circumcifion was; then Baptiſm doth certainly 
ſucceed in the room of Circumciſion. co 

But Baptiſm now ſignifies the ſame thing to us which 
Circumciſion did to the Jews of old, and ſerves for the 
ſame end to us, which Circumciſion did to them ; There: 
fore Baptiſm under the Goſpel ſucceeds Circumciſion un» 
der the Law, and conſequently as the Jewtth Infants were 
Circumciſed, ſo may ours be Baptiſed. 

That Baptiſm ſignifies the ſame thing that Circymci- 
fon did, and is uſed for the ſame end for which Circum- 
cifion was, will manifeſtly appear by the enſuing Paral- 


ll. 

What did Circumciſion ſignthe but the Corruption of 
Humane Nature ? It told the Jews that their Children 
brought ſomething into the World with them, which: 
ought to be early cut off and caſt away. And what does 
Baptiſm now ſignifie but the impurity of our Natures 
which ſtand in need of the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt ro pu- 
rite and cleanſe them, of which the Water in Baptiſm 


,| Ka'Sign? 


And what was the end of Circumciſion? Was it not 
A 4 the 
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2 "Was not. Circomciſion then, a diſcriminating Sign 
to diſtioguiſh/ the ſeed of Avraban from all other Peo- 
ple under Heaven; and are not we by being Baptized 
now into the Name of Chriſt, diſtinguiſhed from all 
People in the World whatſoever. Did Circumciſion, 
then, comprehend Perſons of all Ages? Were lnfants 
and Children ſolemnly Initiated as well as grown Men? 
Would not Almighty God have an Infant of eight days 
Old excluded then from Circumciſion for any Natural 
incapacity ? In like manner has he no where declared 
that Infants of that Age ſhould be excluded now from 
Baptiſm, they being as capable of the viſible Sign of 
Gods inviſible favour now, as they were then. But to 
put the matter out of all diſpute, namely that Baptiſm 
doth ſucceed in the room of Circumciſion, take St, Paul; 


ciſed with the Circumciſion made without hands, by the Cir- 
cumciſion of Chrift, Buryed with him in Baptiſm. Obſerve 
here that the deſign of the Apoſtle is to take the Colo/- 
ſtans off, from the old Sacramental Right of Circumciſi- 
on : He informs them that there was no reaſon why they 
ſhould be ſo fond of it, for they were compleat without 
it ; becaufe Chriſt had Subſtiruted a new Circumciſion 
in the room of it, as being more ſuitable to the Goſpel- 
State ; namely Baptiſm, and accordingly Chriſtians may } 


as the Jews of Old might be ſaid by Circumciſion to be 
{piritually Baptized. 
Objettion againſt this Argument. 


Teſtimony, Col. 2. 11, 12. 1n whom alſo ye are Circum- | 


TW 


now be ſaid by Baptiſm to be ſpiritually Circumciſed, | 


There was, ſay the Anabaptiſts, an expreſs Com: | 
mand. in ſo many Words for Circumciſion ; But there | 
is no ſuch expreſs Command for Infant-Baptiſm, Ger.17. | 
v.9. requires Infants to be Circumciſed : But ſhew Us | 
a 1 cxt in all the New Teſtament that ſays, let Infants | 


The Lawfulneſs of Infant Baptiſm. $ 

x. To this Objection I return a threefold Anſwer, 2x, 

I acknowledge, that the New- Teſtament, tho? it benot 
wholly ſilent : yet ſpeaks very little touching the caſe of 


Infants, and that; as I conceive, for theſe two Reaſons, 
t. Becauſe the Old Teſtament ſpeaks ſo much in their 


caſe, therefore the New Teſtament ſpeaks fo little ; the 


O1d Teſtament fully declares the mind of God, that 
not. only. Believers, but all their Seed fhould be owned 
as his Covenant-ſervants- Thus in Dewt, 29. 10, 12. 
Ye ſtand here before the Lord this day, you and your little 
ones, to enter into Covenant with the Lord thy God, The 
Old Teſtament plainly informs us, that Children ia 
their Infancy were admitted members of the Viſible 
Church. Now what need'is there that the ſame thing 
be repeated over again in the New-Teſtament, whichis 
ſo frequently and fully aſſerted in the Old ? For it is 
not the Old- Teſtament alone, nor the New-Teſtament 
alone, but both together, that contain the:ruleof Faith 
and Practice. For as much then, as one Teſtamenr 
doth ſo freely caſt its Light upon the other, we muſt 
take heed that we do not undervalue and rejett an Old 
Teſtament Text, as no ways uſefulto clear and eſtabliſh 
a New Teſtament Truth. The Jews reject the New 
Teſtament, and the Anabaprifts (in the caſe before us) 
ſiofally Night the Old ; but withovt the help of batk, 
we can never underſtand the mind of God in either. 
2. So little is ſaid in the New-Teſtament about Bapti- 
zing Infants, becauſe the cuſtom of Baptizing them was 
common, and the Practice conſtant in the Jewiſh Church, 
at, and before our Saviours coming. Whilſt Circuny 
cifion was the Covenanting Sign, Baptiſm. was the pu- 
rifying Ceremony among, the Jews, For when any of 
the Gentiles were admitted into the Tewiſh Church, both 
Parents and Children were firſt Circumciſed, and then 
'Waſtfd, in token of cleanſing them from-the filth of 
their Heatheniſm-; ſo that Baptiſm among the Fems 

CON- 


er —1-omrdr in 
neſs and gentleneſs 

pe - This our Learned Divines, Lighr- 
| Arad, oy Yor have abundantly proved, 
out of the Jewiſh Writers to the fall farisfaction of ſuch 
as ate capable of receiving it. 

If now you ask, why our Saviour did not particular- 
ly Name Infants, when he Infſtituted Baptiſm in the 
room of Circumcifion ; the Anſwer is, becauſe there was 
no occaſion for it- What need our Saviour declare 
that Infants ought to have the Seal of the Covenant ap- 
plyed to them, when it was never denyed them ? What 
need he bid them Inititate Infants, when'twas never other- 
wiſe? Indeed if Infants had never had the Seal of the cove- 
nant applyed to them before, it had been highly requiſite 
that our Saviour ſhould have particularly.named them 
now : But being always included before, if our Saviour 
had intended cheir exclufion now, he would moſt certains 
ly have declared it, which not being done, we may rea- 
ſonably conclude that the Admiſſion of Infants into the 
Chriſtian Church, is agreeable to our Saviours Will. ® 

2: My ſecond Anſwer to this Objection, that,Infants 
are no where in the New Teſtament Commanded (in 
ſo many words ) to be Baptized, is this; Altho? they are 
got particularly named ; yer are they neceſſarily inclu- | 
ded in the Commiſſion given for all Nations being Bap- 
tized, St. Mar. 28. v. 19- Infants being a very conſi- 
derable part of all Nations: Surely the Univerſal, (all 
Nations ) does include the individuals, tho? our Saviour 
does not particularly name them. To clear this to your 
underſtandings, let me make uſe of an !Iluſtration- Sup- 
poſe the King ſhould grant his Royal Charter to make 
this your Market-Toxn a Corporation, and all the In- | 
habitants 


The Lawfulneſs of Infant Baptsſm. - 


But Almighty God pronounceth himſelf aGod to A- 


praham, 1/jaac, and Jacob, many hundred years after 


you can never juſtifie many of your own practices ; ſhew 
' me an expreſs Command in Scripture for praying twice 
' a day in your Families, for ſaying Grace before and af- 
' ter Meat, for Womens Receiving the Lords Supper, for 
changing the Sabbath. Shew me a Text(ſay)you that ſays 
remember to Baptize Infants: ſhew me aText,(ſay [)that 
ſays remember to keep Holy the firſt day of the Week. 
Will you ſay that Chriſt being Lord of the Sabbath, 
had power to change the Day ? The ſame ſay I: Chriſt 
being Lord of his own Houſe has power to change the 
Seal of the Covenant from Circumciſion to Baptiſm ; ſo 
for Womens Receiving the Lords Supper, will you ſay 
that they are included tho? not named, for all Chriſts 
'"Bifciples ought to partake of Chriſts Supper ; But Wo- 
his Diſciples; Therefore to partake of his Supper, 
a'isHot the Argument as ſtrong; All Chriſts Diſciples 
onghttaSe Baptized. But ſome Children are his Diſci- 
ples; Therefore to be Baptized : Children are his Diſ- 
ciples, 1, By the Scriptures Denominavion : As 15, 
vV. 1.8, 10, 2, By their Parents Dedication of them to 
Chriſt. ' 3. By their Parents Education of 
Chriſt. 4. By Chriſts gracious acceptation of 
= Parents hands, St. Mark, 10. v.13. / 
7 $ Arg. If the Infants of Believing Chr 
th& Goſpel 
fants under the Law were ; then the Seal of the Cove- 
n 
t 


the Infants of Believers under the Goſſ pel.are in 
Covenant with God, as well as the Jewiſh Infants under 
the Law were. | 


Therefore Baptiſm the Seal of the Covenant ought | 


to be applyed to theſe, as Circumciſion was to them. 


They who by Circumciſion were. once ſolemnly. ta- 
| ken 


are in: Covenant with God, as the;Jewiſh In: + 


6, Mich is Baptiſm, may and ought to be applied to - 
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The Laivfulneſs of Infant Baptiſm. r 
ken into Covenant with God, and never ſince. were ſo- 
lemnly caſt out, -do undoubtedly continue 1n a Covenance 
fate. But Infants under the Law, were ſolemnly by Gods 
appointment taken into Covenant with himſelf,and were 
never ſince by any command of God, caſt out : there- 
fore they do ſtil} continue in Covenant. 

That Infants under the Law were by. ſpecial appoint- 
ment from God taken into Covenant with himſelf,is evi: 


; dent, from Gen. 17.7- where God ſays thus to Abraham, 


1. will eſtabliſh: my. Covenant betwixt Me and Thee, and 
thy Seed after Thee in their Generations, to be @ God unto 
T hee and to thy Seed : Whence it evidently appears that 
under the Old-Teſtament Children were in Covenant 
with God,together with their Parents, and the New-Te- 
ſtament ſpeaks as plainly that they are {fill in Covenant, 
AF. 2. 39. 1 he promiſe (that is, the Promiſe of the Covye- 
nant) #s unto you and to your Seed, The Apoſtle ſays not, 
the Promiſe was unto you and to your Seed, but is un- 
to you and your Seed. Again, if Infants were in Cove- 
nant with God under the Law but are now caſt out by 
Chriſt under the Goſpel, then theſe abſurdities follow : 

1.. Then Infants are in a worſe condition ſince the 
coming of Chriſt than they were' before, and are loſers 
by him,inſtead of being gainers : And altho? the number 
of Infants ſince Chrilſts coming, has been many thouſand 
times greater than before his. coming ; yet was their con- 
dition better under 4ofes than under Chriſt, according 
to your Opinion. # 

2. Then the Priviledges of the Goſpel are ſtreighter 
and narrower than thoſe of the Law,which in the judg: 
ment of judicious Calvin is a degree of Blaſphemy to af- 
firm, ſarely the deſign of our Saviours coming was not 
to confine the Church to narrower limits ; and to curtail 
her Priviledges, but to extend and inlarge them ; and ac- 
cordingly the Scripture every where ſhews that the Pri- 
viledges of Chriſtians under the Goſpel, do infipitely ex- 
ce] theirs under the Law, not. only in ſpirituality and * 


livelineſs, but.alſo in exte:t and largeneſs. 3 Far- 


On. _ 
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4 ”Fitthet yet; ifitwasthe Willof God that Infants 
der the'Goſpel ſh&wdld be reckoned a5 ont of his Cove- 
nant, who were itt Covenant with him,then it fol: 
lows that our Saviour was forgetfutor unfaithful ta his 
Chitth, inthat he never acquainted ber with this Alte- 


ration. Can we reaſonably ſuppoſe that he would not 


have inform'd his Apoſtles, when he ſent them forth to 
gather a Church unto hint ont of all Nations ; thar is 
was his Fathers pleaſure, that Children ſhould not now 
be lookt upon as Charch-members, altho they had ever 
been accounted ſo before. Doubtleſs Chriſt the great 
Prophet of his Church, would have revealed ſuch a con- 
ſiderable'part of his Fathers will unto his Apoſtles, if it 
had'been ſuch ; but not one word by way of prohibition 
do we find in all the New Teſtament, from whence we 
may conclude that Chriſts not repealing the Practice of 
initiating Iafants, nor forbidding their admiſſion into 
the Chriſtian Church by Baptiſm ; is a ſufficient Demon- 
ſtration that it was his pleaſure, that they ſhould conti- 
nne in their former condition of Church. memberſhip ; 
and conſequently be Baptized. Before I end this Argu- 
ment, let me ſuggeſt one thing more to your Conſidera- 
tion ; namely, what a mighty ſtumbling:block this Do- 
Arine of the Anabaptiſts lays in the way of the Jews 
Converſion to Chriſtianity ; will this encourage a Jew to 
embrace the Religion of Jeſus;to tel] him of the high and 
glorious Priviledges that he ſhall be intereſted in himſelf, 
upon his believing on him, but as for, his Children they 
muſt be caſt out, and numbred with Heathens and Ink- 
dels; and accounted as uncapable of Baptiſm the ſign and 
ſeal of the Covenant of Grace, as dogs and ſwine ; let it 
be conſidered how this opinion would invincibly preju- 
dicea Jewiſh parent againſt theembracing ofChriſtianity. 

And how would this opinion alſo fill the mouths of Jews 
iſh Children, with clamorous & paſſionate complaints a- 
gainſt Chriſtianity ; as the moſt rigorous and unkind diſ- 


penſation; for after this manner we may conceive the 
child 
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The Lowfulneſs of Infant Baptiſts. +? 
child of a Jew to expoſtulate his own condition. Alas !how 
ad is my eſtate like to be, if my Father a Jew by nature 
becomes 4 Chriſtian by Profeſſion ? He was at eight days 
old made a member of the Church by Circumciſion, his 
Infancy was no bar to render him uncapable of the Cove- 
nant-Bleſſing; but now if my Father becomes a Chriſtian, 
my condition as 1 am his child will be impaired, though 
his condition be improved ; for a Chriſtian Child is found 
in a worſe condition than a Jews Child is left 3 Chriſti- 


| anity may indeed be a good Religion for men to die in ; 


but ſurely Judaiſm was better for children to be born 
in, for it ſeems the Alteration of our condition, ſince 
the coming of the Meſſiah is much for the worſe. 
In a word all good men deſire and pray for the Jews 
Converſion, and | hope ſo dothe Anabapri/fs alſo ; but it 
is eyident>that this their rigid opinion concerning the Ins 
fants of Chriſtian Parents, if duly conſidered,lays a migh- 
ty ſtumbling-block in the way of the Jews Converſion. 
Objettion againſt the ſecond Argument, 
| Now that which the Anabaptiſes obje&t againſt the 
foregoing Argument for Baptizing Infants, drawn from 
their Covenant-ſtate, is this, namely, that the Coyenang 
which God made with Abrabam, Gen. x7, in which he 
promiſed to be a God to Him and his Seed: was not a 
Covenant” of Grace, but of works only. A carnal co- 
venant, promiſing carnal things only ; as the Land of 
Canaan, and ſuch like temporal Bleſſings. To which 
Objetion of theirs, I return a threefold reply, 


| 1, I affirm, that the Covenant which God made with 


Abraham, Gen. 17. was molt certainly a Covenant of © 
Grace, as plainly appear to Me three ways. (1.) From 
the Language and Expreſſion of it- (2.) From the Dura- 
tion and continuance of it. (3.) From the Bleſſings and 


Benefits conveyed by it. 
Obſerve 1. The Language and Expreſſion of it, Gey, 
17. 7. 1 will be a God unto Thee, and to Thy Seed after 


Thee: Now is not this a pure Goſpel-phraſe, and ſhews 
| is 


th Abrabgy in Ebriſt; I 
Umighty God ( who upon the breach 
| on je with us in Adam be. 
our | God unto fallen-man, 
vays' Mo hedtons who þ is Jeſus Chriſt, 
= op eel 0 the Covenatit ; If then'it was a Cove 
nant tnade with baba in. Chriſt, it muſt neceſſarily 
be a” ahto Grace, for Almighty God was never 
ma Covetiant friendſhip with any man ſince the Fall 
bot in 'and'through Jeſus Chriſt ; out of whom he is a 
conſuming-fife,, but in him. our Covenant-F riend and 
moſt gracioy reconciled Father. 

Obſerve 2, The Duration.and continuance of this Co- 
venant which Almighty God. made with Abrabam, the 
Lord calls it an Everlaſting.Covenant,now the Covenant 
of Works which God made with Adam was but a ſhorts 
laſting Coyenant. I am aware that the Hebrew word 
for Everlaſting, ſometimes in Scripture ſignifies no more 
than' a Tong continuance of time; but when. the Lord 
ſfays,he will be a Perſons God Everlaſtiogly,it denotes his 
being ſo to all Eternity:For whom the Lord loveth with 
a ſpecial Love, he loves unto the end and without End, 

Obſerve .3- The Bleſſings and Benefits conveyed by 
this Covenant which God made with A%r4h4z: do prove 
it to be a Covenant of Grace; To be a God unto Him 
and His Seed, and that Everlaſtingly, is a moſt compre- 
henſive Goſpel-Bleſling ; for hereby God gives a Per- 
ſon an Intereſt in all that he is, and in all that he has, ſo 
far as can be communicated to a Creature. This Bleſ- 


and Holineſs here ; Glory and Happineſs hereafter : and 
accordingly we find the Apoſtle, Hebrews 8th, uſes the 
ſame Expreſſion with this of Gods to Abraham, 7 will be 
th them a God, and they ſhall be to me a People, 

2, I anſw er,that hon Covenant which God makes with 
Believers now under the Goſpel,is the very ſame for ſub- 


ſtance with that which he made with A%raham under ly 


(ing promiſed to Abraham comprehends Chriſt, Grace ' 
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The Lawfulueſs of Infant Baptiſm. 1-3 
Old Teſtament, for Abraben: is ſtill the Father of th® 
faithful, and the Believing Genriles under the Goſpel ar® 
as much his Seed in Gods account as the Fews were under 
the Law ; it is true, that the Adminiſtration of the Cove- 
nant 1s different now from what it was.in Abrahams time; 
but the Covenant it ſelf is the ſame, for obſerve,there nes 
ver were but two ways of Life to Mankind ; the one be+ 
fore the fall by perfe&t doing 3 the other. ſince the fall by 
ſincere Believing and Obeying. Anſwerably hereunto, 
there can be but two Covenants betwixt God and Man; 
the Covenant of Works matle with us in Adar ; and the, 
Coyenatit of Grace made with us in Chriſt, the laſt of, 
theſe has paſt under various Adminiſtrations, according, 
tothe different ages of the Church), in Abrahams and the 
Iſraelites time it was more obſcurely Adminiſtred; under 
the Goſpel it is more conſpicuouſly and clearly manifeſt- 
ed, but ſtil! the Covenant for Subſtance then and noy the, 
fame; when therefore the Apoltle in his Epiſtle tothe 
Hebrews;calls ours a better Covenant,than the Jews were. 
under, he means not for Subſtance, but for Clearneſs.. ,.. 
Ina word, if the Covenant which God made with, 4- 
braham be a Covenant of Works (ao the Anabaptiſts af, 
firm) how comes Circumcition,the Seal of that Covenagt, 
to be called 4 Seal of the Righreonſneſs of Faith, Rom. 4,11, - 
the Righreouſntſs of Fairh and Works being oppoſite. 
3: 1 reply, that if the Covenant which God made with, , 
Abraham of  o]d, and with us now, be one and the ſame. 
Covenant of Grace; then our Infant-ſeed have a right go. 
Baptiſm, the preſent Seal of the Covenant, as the ſeed of 
Abraham had 2 tight to Circumciſion the Seal of the 
Covenant. of old; if Infants Church-Memberſhip then 
was ho-abfurdity, it can be none now, if Children were 
in Covenant with Godin Abrahams day, they are ſo at 
this Jay, unleſs we find that Almighty God has any - 
whereexcluded them from his Grace ang Favour z which 
doth'ot appear,but rather the contrary; for many Scrip- 
Uſres" ſpeak of rite enlarging of got Priyiledges, under 
' 10 3195! wp. & - "this 
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venant 


ance 
with Abrabam.of "a. 


SW jel, be for ſubſfa 
bell, which was Circums *|t 


ifyr Bagh ed by Gods a nftment to all-bis n= 
pps he Tame wrIN of Reaſon Baptiſm, 


Tg Is "the prel Seal ofthe Covenant. of Grace,ought 


to be applicd to ofants now, unleſs Almighty God has 
= his eyes t to the contz@ry, which no where 


appe 
os 4, If Infahts ate capable .of ſpiritual Benefit. by. 
paprſn m, then B rhe and oh bgbr to be adnynuſtred: 
fants ;.if Uh Ire capable of the.inward and 10v2Mi>, {|thi 
ble Grace, ſurely they may partake of the outward and, 
Viſible Sign : 1f the Word of the Promiſe doth belong 
td them; ſurely the'Seal of the Promiſe ought not tobe 
with- held from them. 

"But the former is true, namely, por Infants are. capar: | 
ble of Benefitby Baptiſm : Theretore the latrer I$4Tve. 
alfo,, they ought to be Baptized. 

"There areamonglt others, Two ſpecial Bleſingsapd. 
ſpirityal Benefits, which Infants are capable of by Bap+: 
tiff; namely, the Rewiſſion of their Sins, and tha Ren, 
gchetation of their Natures. 

1. Remiſſion of Sin: This being an AQ ofs grad 
tous favour in God, 'Giſcharging.a Peron {rom | nal: 
xigulpels tO Wrath, upon the core of guilt contract 


The Linafubreſs of Infant Baptiſm: 15 
s certainly as capable of this Aft of Favour as 
\HaEs Ties, tho for the preſent he doth not underſtand 
» the worth' or the want of it. Is not the Infant- 
if a Traitor us capable of Benefit, by the Kings'gra- 
natdon, 23 the Father himſelf; an Illuſtration will 
'T At you. Suppoſe the King ſhould fend for 
Child'out of the Cradle, and before all his 
z declare; that whereas the Bloodof that Child 
inted by.its Fathers Treaſon, and therefore ac- 
Feng reins 
im Ak "n; ays on this In: 
mirc at re him to af forfeited Rights,8 
; |it1 ken thereof Command one of my Miniſter's to waſh 
 |the Infant are water: Signifying to all 
| = that he is cleanſed from his Original Artain- 
[der and! dn of Blood, and that I am perfe@lyre- 


'Tdemand now, whether any one can truly ſay thatthis 

\\ttion was inſignificant to the Child, becauſe heUid not 

erapdl it ; or will any ſay that the Child was unca- 
dle RED was the fign, when it was capa- 4 

_ from its wy, der, which was the 

nforrs are rw. oy of 

the 

at this 


foe certain that oj 
ar none ( 
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hat binders, bat that 
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Argue : 
thy in Holineſs; .  Wavre- 
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to make your ſelves wiſer than God;will you ſay Alnl mw 


ty,;God:atted fooliſhly in commandiyg 1/aac to'betiþ,#* 
cunciſed, when he was rs as ariee)? an incapacit 'Y. _ 
anſwer the end of Circumciſion, a$ pur Children-areh. 

apprehend. the reaſen of baptiſt ; 'who.do you } not th By 
call ir a Baby:CircumgidGen, Ver if your Attvo. 

has agy-ſorce, 3t.rilſe UP. ain{t In Abt- Circumcthoh 

well 252gainlt Infant-Bapriſm; becavſe Circumciſiolth ho 
inſticueed for the ſame end that Baptiſip is:Ard hepa; 
circumciſed was under the ſafe WA incapzcity 
the 86x len Lapunrf Neither ore, LOT. Ute other o) onſs 
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Fhe Laiwfwbveſs of Infant Baptiſm. 17 
I'whbat was done unto them, 'tbe-Jewiſh Infants only 
WEtthe-pain-.of the Circumciſing Knife, as our: Iofants 
Akt the coldneſs of the Baptiſmal-water, but neither of 
a were capable of underſtanding the fignificancy of 
wdinance- - 1.amtaware of the frivolons Objections 
which you make tozevade the force of this Argument, by 
FYſying ther Circumciſion was more proper for Children 
ken Bapeifm : becauſeit left an indelible Character up- 
q*a:the:child, and imprinted a ſignificant mark yport 
us: flefli which did: not: wear ont: whereas baptiſm '1s a 
PA Eranſiedt ſign; antileaves no-mark upon the Eorthegad of 
TH he Baptized:ChnldZ «rr 269" / 
PY :: Betichere is noforce at all in this Objection,” becauſe 
| »8|tho? Cirtunciſton did leave'2 mark upon the Childs fleſh, 
211 yet the, circumciſed Child did nog underſtand what that 
a mark-figefed:till it was grown up and inſtratted by the 
9 bafngdno more thanthe baptized 'child-knows the rea- 
pag 45 baptifnalwaſhing till the-parent acquainrs it 
, With ghe- myſtery. 06-18. So, that the caſe is the very 
4 mas 1: hari dogg-doprilin (ſay you) avail before the 
05 Mlafant is capable of underſtanding rhe Nature, uſe and 
2% Aodof-it?  Whar.did-the mark imprinted-on the Chil- 
MN \Itrens fleſh in-Circumciſion (ſay 1)-profit them, before the- 
& Parent inſtructed them, that it-was the Token of Gods 
we” Gvenantwith them? So that according to your: way of 
MNmaſoning,Circutnciſion and Baptiſm ought Hoth to have. 
_ t&endeferr'd till years of difcretion:.-wiiich, as I hiated 
;TPeiorezis to make yourſelves wiſer than God, who knows. 
ON Þerterthan you,- when to time the Application of his 
WM Qrdiaances. 
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nor -,B8tJet us hear your Reaſons, why Infants arc altoge- 
BA er uncapable of. benefit by baptiſm. 


50 - Becanſe ſay you, CT; ) they want actual Faith and 
0k pepentance, (2.) Becauſethey are not capable of Miz 
£ PUerial Teachings | 

2] I You Object,that:Ghildren have not atual faith,and. 
a4 Alrquently cannot make 2 viſible Profcilion of their 


ſt 


; 


baptized ſhall be / a pm Eyorry —— 
| e ſaved; as moſt ev a 
fellowing words, He that believer na: ſhalt be> z 
What ? muſt all thatdie in theiriinfanty, go to Hell for 
an impoſſibility? The Text only antends ſuch as by hear 
ing the Goſpel preached are capable.of. aftual Faith; 
ſuch as injoy the means of Faith, -and'yet live and-die in 
the negle(t of Faithz'and _ of Baptiſm, ſhal} cet: 
tainly be damned. 2 Thefſ. 3. 10. Sys the Apoſtle, if a 
mas will not work, tet him not eat ; that :is,' ſuch as are @ 
pable of working muſt work, but'muſt Children'be ſtar 
ved, becauſe they cannot labour? Thus here, Children 
ſ 


lie under a natural incapacity of.profeſſing aftual Faith, \. 


therefore the firſt Text does noxeoficerathem/any min| 
than the latter. 141075 ( > 21 JN8I0 

Obj. But ſay you, becauſe Children are uncapable 
Knowledge and Faith at preſent, therefore ought they 
not to be baptized at preſear. 

I Reply, Children are capable of preſent Benefit by 
Baptiſm, tho? they do not at preſent underſtand and be 
lieve, tomake it plain to you by 4 familiar Compariſon: 
Suppoſe there was a great Plague in this your Town, '#9d| 
Almighty God ſhould miraculouſly call eleven or twelve 
Men, and communicate to them a Medicine againſt the 
Plague, and bid them teach you the Inhabirants the Ver 
tues of this Medicine : Aſſuring you, that he that beke 
veth and taketh the Remedy ſhalt live, but be that'br 
heveth and receiveth jt not ſhall die. | 

[| demand, whither according to the Mind of God g# 
thered from the Words of this Commiſion, the Reme* 


: 


dy preſcriþed ſhould be adminiftred only to grown Ft 
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The Lawfulve(s of Infant: Raptiſm. r9 
| becauſe they.; only: are capabicof underſtanding, 
al; 3's Boer the, V.ertue and Efhcacy of it; certainly 
" every rational man among you would gancludehig Child 
- eapeble of the, Remedy-as wellas.humfelf.altho? ignorant 
«| QF, tbe; errue that is in it, andonly paſſive in the admtjui- 
ial. {ratian-gf it ; and chat.it would. be ccteky,yea murcher 
in, the  - deny .the Applicatioti-af: ir:coi.alk vis 
hildregro Wh aw ft 5 foo an oyrt 21ld 26003 
- aA LAgſwer, thatthe?-Childrena have: not atuilyiyet 
they;have habicual,Faith 8:Faitwin Siv:xe, and iſorate 
patentially Believers;as. for inſtanceslafants have.notehe 
uſe-90t-Reaſan,yer becauſe they{haye theprinciple v6Rea- 
{on,we call them reaſonable Creatures, .the firſt day they 
are: barg- . Thus Infants whileſt ſuch, -kave nor/thie viſe 
and exerciſe of Faith, but they have/it 1g:the Roar, itho' 
not in the Fruit, and. fo, maybe: called: Believers initially. 
Add to this. that Infants being borag mithinthebbſom 
of the-Church: of believing Parents, the Faith of-the Pa: 
| reat.istothem (at preſent inſtead of an outward-proteſli- 
on-z0 their-own Pertons'; and thus they:have Frdern'fg- 
deris, tho? not Fidem Federatorum ; as the LearnedoRt- 
drang ſptaks; for tha? no Child is faveable'by its Parents 
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Faith, yet, the Child of aBgliever is'Baptizable by veptue 
of its Parents Faith; be e Parent receives /thePro- 


miſe of God both for: d for his:Seed, 2. 2:39. 
& why-may notChilal ten DEtled Beliexers with reſpect 
to, their: 'Parents Faithy as well as thty are-ſtiled Saints 
(i1wY)yith reſpectrtorhbirBarents Profeſlion, i Cor.7.14. 
gre - 3 Your. 2d. 'Objettion-againſt my'3d.-Argument, is 
the] This: Infants are nor bapuble of Miniſterial Teaching 3 
Ver-| Ttherefofe:not of Baptiſinal Waſhing ; becauſe Teachitny 
-he-| Mmuſtga before Baptizing, ;according tothe order of the 
be Words :in vur Saviours Cottimiſſion, St. Afatth, 28. 'v, 

19. *Go'Tearb and:/Bapreus: ell Nations, - | 
I 1.anſwer, it'is a. mighty weakneſs to infer from 
the Order ot the wdtds; 'the neceſlary order of things. 
St. Hatibey ſes Weaching before Baptizing, bur Sr. 
B ; 
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ny tara 


itching," Cb,/x;) 0; 


raw; | 31287 4 
:15-0<)Obſe Thertove: Reafor why Chiift bid hls Dif 
ciples firſt Teacti and theit Baptize; becauſe he wasnow 
forth amongſt the' Heathenzto'con- 
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:fending_bis. Apoſtles 
: vert:them: to ; la which W 
that the Preaching of the Word muſt go 
' miniſtrarion-of rhe Sacraments. 
-land\ſend his: Miniſters into / Plantations,” to 
= convert" the /ndiansr to four yon 3- They ought” not 
to 'be-Baptized;before they are taught and! inftrutted, 
\ but when the Parents are Profelyted and make a V iſible 
-Profeſſion of their Faith;their Children may be Baptized, 
' and afterwards inſtruQed, as the Children of the Jewiſh 
Profelytes were fitit Circumciſed, and then'Tagght; for 
tho? Abrabam was firſt Taught, and then Circumciſed, 
yet [aac was firſt Circumciſed; and then taught. So that 


wealt know 
orethe Ad- 


the ſence of our Saviour 1s this: Teach ſuch as are ca- |. 


pable of Teaching, and Baptize ſach as are capable of 
Baptiſm... 

1-will iluſtrate the matter to you by a phain ſiwili- 
-tude. Suppoſe a Perſon, owngr.of a-great Flock of Sheep, 
to ſhear all” his'Sheep, 
and give, them-an Eargy know”them by, ſhould 
| and only mark them, and 
leave out'all the Lambs, (which-'perhaps made u / half 


the: fold) unmiark?'d, can the Shepherd: be : ſuppes#& to | 


| ; bavedone his.duty: 2 Suppoſe:he {ays, 'the Lambs were 
very young,..and uncapable of Shearing ; true, ſaysthe 
Owner, but-were they noticapable of marking? 

| Infavts, ſay you,are not capable-of Teaching:; but are 
they not capable of Chriſts .Ear-mark, (Baptiſm) by 


which Chriſts ſheep are diſtinguiſhed from. the Devib | - 
riſts fold 


inciples, 


goats ? But, according to your 
ſuch 


has no Lambs in-it, but all ſh 
World never yet heard of. gcc 
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'the' King of Eng "Fs 
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The Eawfulneſs of Infant Bagitſm. it 

2. Arg. If Infants be” cdpable'of Chrifts _ 'off 
Earth, and of his preſence in Heaven: if th&y b& ſi 
of his Kingdom of Grace, and heirs of his Kifig&ott> of 
Glory 3 then, they have at pndoubted 'RighC t6'the 
priviledge 6f Subjects, artongſt which Bipriſin-che'Seaf! 
of the Cevenant, is not the leaſt, 7 0 vio ,no3 
'- Or take the” Argument thre. 60s: 71 8391 COA 
* "Thoſe whim Chriſt invites to bim, UA irs received? 


| by him;his'Mmmiſters my tot refaſe,nor porifeom:them:s 


But Infants4re by Chriſt invired to him, and when ſuch;> 
received by him : Therefore'the Miniſters:of: Etiriſty 1 
may not, ought not, durſt hot refuſe to-teceive thenſ ini 
to communion with- them: Again, if there beinoather;: 
ordinary way of coming to Chriſt now, butbyAdmit-3 
fion into the-Church of Chriſt : "Then cho Mibiters of, 
the Church ovght not to (exclude thoſezwhom Chriſt} 
invites : But there is no other ordinary wayitiow of cone! 
ing to Chriſt, but by Admiſſion -inte- 'the Church: of - 


. Chriſt : Therefore none mult be exchuded whom Wn 


Chriſt has graciouſly invited. 

For the" proof of this Argument, I pribabs ro the. 
Words'of our Saviour himſelf; St. Mark; x0."43. Suffer - 
little Children to come wnt9me, for of ſuch 18 the Kingdom) 
of Heaven, That is, my Kitigdom of Gracepmy-Church; 
on Earth, and my Kingdoty of Glory in Heaveh conſiſts 
of Sucking Children,” '{o-the Original'word ſignifies ) 
as well as grown Perſons.'* From whence 1thus Argue; 
Does Chrilt take ChildrefiintohisArms:: atid fhalt his 
Church catthem our-of! her embrace Þ 5-0 

Does Chriſt: own them*for Subjects of his Ringdom,; 
and ſhaf'we allow them rio better (tanding” thay. in rhe: 
Devils Kifpzdom ? Ka 561 1: 4 


Does the- ſpirit of Chyiſt call the Infans-ſeed of Be- 


| - lievers, Holy : and ſhallwe'prophanely calſthem'comps 


mon and vnctean, like the'ſeed: of Infi delsane unveLe© 
ing Pagans ? 


Shall we allow them no othcr Priviledge by being 
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== with an intent. £0. fony 
Doubtleſs it was to enc 
hat We, —_— al LEM othices 

Doc rather 
——_ i Viour re Gre Day 
for eine Manimade ts of Plans Parents into 
his Church by Nagel 128 Y Hon Hr it, e-out : Fax 
if:Chriſt denies chem not the m of Fearen which 
bs the gteaters what reaſon _ to deny them Baptiſm, 


which is:the'leſs:? Therefore, as Calvin very. well ob. 
ſetves aponthe-place, *cis no leſs than audacious Sacris 
oye the-Mraiſters 'of Chriſt to drive them- from his 
eep-fold; which he ſo Lovingly owns to.be a part of 


os Flock. | And altho? I:do,.;and.eyen defire;; to bear a | 


Loving and Charitable mind towards the Perſons of the 
Anabaptiſts, yet can | not be reconciled to their unkind 
and uncharicable Opinion, which robs Parents ot their 
Comfort Infants of their Right, the Church of its 
Me .-and God of his Glory. 
-  Obj ions-ag ain the foureb Argument, - 
1. Obj. Say-you, We read. chat Chriſt bleſſed theſe 
Children, bat we find not that. he. baptized them. 
prey oy 'Our Saviour baptized. not any:himſelt, theres 
fore no wonder that he did not; Bapcize Iafangs.;. buc his 
praying for them, his bleſſiag of chem,: and declaring 
that the Kingdom of Heaven: belongs to. them, was 2 
great deal more that if he had baptized them: beſides 


a; Pareak ag what the Ctidren 0 of- 


Pn 


bei capable of Chriſts biefling, they __ capable al- 
Sus baptiſin,- being purely-pallive in both-;, and if theſe 


os not Bantized''now, yet they had now 20 | 


———— Right to Baptiſm. | 
- Of. .Bat we do not. read that ever the Diſciples | 


h1idren afterwards. An(w. 


P* Py > 


—_ —_—— > © Se GaE Hh, 


= 


yy 


25-10 == --. 1. "Oo a 


"i 


if 


SEW STE EEE 


The Edivfalieſs of Tufaut Baptiſm. = 23 
-' Anſw. Perhips they were baptized before: but if not, 
does it- follow that the Apoſtles: did not yur 
Children becauſe we have no mention of it? TheScrip- 
tute no where tells vs that the Apoſtles themſelves were 
baptized ; ſhall we therefore conclude that they . were 
never baptized ? Wo SOA Bent 4328 
- ig; Oh. But fay-you, if Infartshave a right to bap» 
tiſm, becauſe Chriſt ſays; Of ſuck43 the Kinguom of Hear 
ve#; Then it follows as well-that they bave a Right to 
the Lords Stipfier;' and ought to be Commutiicated as 
well as Baptized, 0 770 Oy ITO 
' Anſw, There is riot the ſame reaſon, becauſe,” r./Al- 
mighty Gol- requires «particular qualification-to*fit 'a 
Perſon for the Lords'Stpper/ wWhich-Infants arengtca» 
pable of. Namely the exerciſc'of attual Grace in Telf%ex! 
ati8n, if! difeerning the Lords Body, and Temes 
ing the Death of ' Chriſt. 2." The different” nite of 
the Sacrameaty, birt tous 2 Tpecial difference in this 
caſe, for Baptiſm "being a Sacrament of Initiation, 'or 
admiſſion into the, Viſible Church, 'Perſons of all Apes 
are capable df it; but the Lords Supper being a'Sacra- 
ment of Confirmation, and the means of our Spiritual 
growth in Chrif; requires ſome ſtanding in the Church 
and ſtrength of ſtomack; and fo is the proper Ordinance 
for grown Chfiftians. And accordingly you may ob- 
ſerve, that altho* the Jewiſh Infants at eight Uays O14 
were capable 'of Circumciſion : yet their Children neyer 
were admitted to the Paſſover before they were able to 
go'vp to the Temple, to enquire about the meaning, and 
underſtand the reaſon of that ſervice. In like' manner 
when our Children' are Old enough to underitand the 
Nature of the Lords Supper, and are capable of per- 
forming the Duties required in order to a worthy pars 
ticipation of the Ordinance, they may then be admitted 
colt 7 but not before. 
5- Arg. if the Infants of Chriſtian Parents are fede- 
rally Holy, then are they Subj<Ats qualified for Baptiſm. 
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we.are to under- 
the Old TeſtamencSaigts, pAbrghgr'y ac, and 74: 
be Brurobor ob: Pop of the 
oa >Fhis,Root ,is {aid;ta;beflo ard of whe 
"Now? _ was wt = to _ teat. you 
New ch; as, ews t [Branches are 
= Fea broken ;-apd. the believing Gentiles; are 
cad, and SEE Privitedges.in 
oo oo 4 inhe Haly, &ch WSsr; PING i B0L 
= 20 internal and+.inherept Holineſs;, paſling by, 
wo Generation from Parent to Child, with an.Kocr 
ernal Relative» Covenaut-Holine grounded of 
omiſe made-to the Faehoul and; their WB 
> pen is, 2 Cor. The unhalehing "Wits. 3 
Santtified by the belief” ” Huhan Fw. &&; 26/6 were Ur. 
Children unclean, but now yonk thay ar 
Which words, are St. Pauls = ike Corint 
Cruple;, whether ſuch as had Heathen andnfidel Wa 
ought. not to, put them away with theix Children, as 40 
thedays of Ezra; the Apoltle reſolves them, hat they 
ought not ; for (fays he) the Unbelieving:' He.is Godt, 
fied tothe Believing Husband ; how fandtified ? Not.in. 
her Nature, bur in her. Uſe. $0 as that, they might laws 
fully Cohabite and. converſe together, ; and. for, your. 
Children they are Holy, not with an Ioherent, Interpal, 
Perſonal Holineſs, for the Holieſt man-Child is born is 
Sin, and by Nature a Child of Wrath: But with an Ex-. 
ternal, Relative, Federal Holineſs, they are nat common. 
and unclean, like the Children of Inhdels ;. but fit to be. 
partakers of the Priviledges of the Church, and of beipg 
admitred by Baptiſm into the Church, which the Chil-. 
dren of Inkdels are not, Ob jetite 


It chat q Phone at 
Romie ati Corinth, &c, unleſs they will Een the word 
Saints ied to grown Mend nifie Holy, 
but when applied to Children, muſt cone Legitimate; 
but here they are extreamly out in their Logick, for eve 
ry Freſh-man can tell them, that magir '&* minus nor va- 
riant ſpeciem, 1 muſt ſay therefore, that foraſmuch as the 
word (Holy). all other places in the New-Teſtament, 
doth ' gnific Dedication or Separation to- an Holy uſe : 
to ma + in this ce (WE. 1 Cor, 7. 42 to ſignifie 

tion, is a bold praCctifing upon the Scriptures ; 
py ninſtead of bride their Opinions tothe touch- 
ſtone. of the Scriptures, do wreſt ahd rack the Scrip- 
tures to fayour their Opinions. 

6. Arg. That which bas been the conſtant and Im- 
memorial PraCtice of the Church of God in all Ages of 
the World, is unqueſtionably an Ordinance of God, arid 
agreeable to his Will. But car ag ge the Ad- 
miſſion of Infants into the Jewiſh Church by Circumci- 
fion, and. into the Chriſtian Church by Baptiſm, has been 
the immemorial Practice of the Univerſal Church from 
the days of Abraham to this day. Therefore it is unde- 
niably an Ordinance of God, and agreeable to his will. 

That [nfants under the Old Teltatnent wereadmitted 
into the Jewiſh Church by Circumciſion yone will de- 
ny,and $hat Infants alſo under the ce Bf Ramen wer 
entered into the Chriſtian Church by B Fay m: Appra 
to me very plain, (1.) From the command of our $2- 
viour. (2.) From the Praftice of che Apoſtles. (3,) From 
the conſtant uſage of the Primitive. {abureh after the 


ApofTles. 
. That 


| 


Families; -Ly&a and ber hoyſhold, 4#: 26.15. the Fay- 


|thasi yodn arpaipent rvDs:thus::'T ie Scri 
te Children ini Lyne: Movits when: ſhe:wns Baptized, 


\S vs) IgL2bS Ay . TI a. 

\ 1. That. Infants were 19: be: em; into.the Chri- 

ian Church, appears from :our Saviours. expreſs: Com- 
a in the _ of the Commiſſion: St.: Matth. 28. 
2, 19, * Go Diſciple I Bra Baptizing them, 
That is, go.and Proſelyte all the Gentile Nations, with- 
out any DiſtinAzan of Country, Sex, or Age-whatſo- 
ever, make the Goſpel Church-as large as you can- 
DPoubtleſs had, qur.Savioup here; intended; the excluſion 
of Infants out--of the: Viſible Church, - which had all a- 
long been included;this faithfulneſs to his:Church would 
have obligd: him. 40 acquaint; ber with this. alteration, 
Chriſt being faithful te-bimthat appointed, him, 'as 44- 
ſes was faithful in all his Houſes 47/&br. 33 9:12... 

2, Baptizing:Infants appeazsin the Chriſtian Church 
from the praQtice. of the ApollJes, who Eaptized whole 


lour & all his, 445 16. 33. How-reaſonableisitto believe 
that there were Childrenin'thoſe Families - as. parts of 
the houſholg,. for the word -houſe and howſbold inScrip- 
ture ſignifies Children'eminently, P/a/,' 327; 3. hence 
K is obſervable that rhe ſame: word in Hrbrew Genifies 
a Son and &n houſe': Becauſe Children (under; God) do 
build up the houſe and keepvpp;the name oftheir Fathers 
Family, and accordingly theApole direfting a Biſhop 
to rule his. Houſe wel), prefesitly names Children as the 
moſt conſider#ble-part of his charge and care, 3'Z422.3;4. 

Oz. 1.-But: ſay yeu, we. do'not find: that Zydia had 


 2ny-Childrenzcthereſore (the Scripture beipg filent) we 


Bay as'well ſuppoſe: that Lydia had no Children, as you 
ſuppoſe that; hg had. I 24 3n 

-An/w. Neither: doth the Scripture name any Husband 
that: Zyxia had}1brany $evart-its.ber-Hculr,. ror any 
of der Kindicdor: acquaintinee:that were withher': So 
pture.. mentions 


thereſore:L3a1g:had no: Childret; Fhus then will 1 ar- 


ve; 'T he SCTipture mentioncth neither Hysband, ror 


x 14 "ok #1 
SITE Teas py ey 'ſtrorigly that th 
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5 hot delayed;/buit preſently perfirmed nor 
te wo ey lr 6a thateither Lyaia's or the Jaylors 
Childreii were'Baptized afretwards.! 

_ the Scriptutes,arid'produce me one inſtanceif 
you Can from- the tims"of St. Jobni the: Baptiſt to the 
Deathof St; Jobn' the Evangelift; which was more thit 
-threeſcoroyears;* during which rime many thouſands of 
Infants were” grown up to maturity, and make it ap- 


nd: chites were big. 


-* 


mm 


pear that they were not" Baptized in their Infancy, or 


rkat their Bapriſmmas deferr'd till Riper years, or that 


there is any Divine Command for the delaying the Bap 
tiſm of the Children of Chriſtian Parents; until they are 
grown up :-and I'will' frankly-yield the cauſe. 

3. We: meet with early mentionofthebaptizing of I 
fants in the Primitive Charchrafter the Apoſdles, ſo early 


that none-could ever yer define or declare when the pri#| 


Rice began :* which ſhews.it to. be Apoſtolical: and a6, 
cordingly the: Churches:praftice in baptizing Infavtz, | | 


altho” itihas been diſputed by particular perſons, yet ws |. 


never cenfir?d, much leſs condemned by any Regulat 
Society or Body of Chriſtians ſince the Apoſtles days. 
He: that:defires to ſee;a cloudiof Wirnefles.6ut of An-) 
tiquity, for ce Practice of:Baptizing infants in the Pri 
mitive .Chngch; -may confalt::the_-Learned:Voſſius in his 
Hiſtorical J; bheſes de Bajtiſmn; 'torhis ample ſatisfaction: | 
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It may: de- ſufficient for this. Auditory'that | only os 


duce the 2-5 raped of -rwo: OP anticut Fathers, 3 
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* Ireneus and St, Cyprian, who lived yery near the Apo- 
5y ſtles times, and therefore may be ſuppoſed very well to 
-2| underſtand the praftice of the Apoltles. 
1 1. The former ſpeaks thus; Ommes venit Chriftas 
2 per ſemetipſam ſalvare, omnes qui per enm renaſcuntur 4d 
Deum, Infantes & Parvulos Funiores & Sentore,. St, Ie 
7 ren, lib. 11. cap. 39. That is, Jeſus Chriſt came to ſave all 
| by himſeif, all, 1 ſay, who by him are born again unto God, 
A ' Infants 41d little ones, young and Old : By Infants being 
3x | born again unto God mult be underſtood, either their 
being born of Water, or their being bora of the Spirit; 
it their being born of. Water be intended, then it is 
| Plain they were Baptized; if it be underſtood of their 
he | + Deing born of the Spirit, then it follows that they were 
x | Capable of being born of Water, that is, of being Bapti- 
zed, for ſuch as are capable of the thing ſignified; are 


2 certainly capable of the ſign. 
4 2. The ſecond Authority is that-of St. Cyprian in 
|. his Epiſtle to Fidus, ep. 58. Fidus a Presbyter had Writ- 
ten to St. Cyprian his Bithop to deſire his Judgment *- 
- bout Baptizing Infants before the eighth Day : theque- 
| ſtion was not ab6utthe Lawfulneſs of Baptizing them, 
1, | but about the circumſtance of time, whether before the 


ly eighth day, according to the uſage in Circumciſion ; St. 
Cyprian returns him this anſwer, That both himſelf an4 


$4 ' the Comncil with him, which conſiſted of 66, Biſhops, had 
h unanimouſly determined, th-t a Child might be Bapti- 


| zed as. ſoon as it was born, Adding theſe words, Nul's 
728 |, EDS | _— 
ae bominum Nato, miſericordiam & pratiam Dei denegar' 
| 44meſſe, that is, the mercy and Grace of God, (diipen- 
in| ſed by Baptiſm) is to be denyed to no Child cf Man, 
' namely upon the account of its Age. After which, anc 
his ther Council, that at Afilevis, decreed thys : Oncure 
gue parvulos recentes ab uteris matrum Baptiz,ama's ile 
negat, Anathema ſit : he that denys Infants to be Bo7 + 
| «17ed as ſoon as they come out of their Mothers \WVomd, 
| Iet him be an Azathema, But that I may fully-ſatisfi2 
AMS | C ! 
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my Anditors (fem of whom are: capable of ſearch. | ; 
Cie) oibead of forther Teſtimonies from the ' |, 
Ancients, I will-prodyce four Arguments, which to '|| 
 me-are convincing Demonſtrations, that Children in | 
| he Primitive times.were Baptized in their Infancy. 

1. Demonſt. If Children in the Primitive times were 
confirm'd-in their Minonity, then they were undoubted- 
ly Baptized in their Infancy : But the former is true: | 
Therefore the latter, 

That Confirmation.was an Apoſtolical praftice the 
Scripture plainly intimates, Hebr. 6. v. 2. The Doctrine 
of Baptiſm and of laying on of hands, &c. ic locus ad 
pedobaptiſmi Approbationem facit , ſays Calvin, This 
place (ſays he) makes for Infant Baptiſm, and how: does 
it make for it, but thus ? If perſons were Confirm'd in 
their minority (that i is, as ſoon as they were capable bf 
giving account of their faith, to the Church) then they 
were Baptized in their Infancy. 

Leſt. But what was this Practice of Confirmation, ſay , 
you,1is it not Antichriſtian,& does it not ſmell of Popery? 

Arſ w, Altho*the Church of Rome has corrupted ands | | 
buſed it, by makiog it a Sacrament, and in ſome reſpedts | q,, 
Superiour to Baptiſm, yet is this no juſt diſparagement | fe, 
of it,for if we conſider Confirmation in its Primitive Pas | ; 
rity and Practice, it will appear a very uſeful Ordin#ace qui 
in the Chyrch of Chriſt. ble 

The Original of it thus : Bax 

In the Primitive Church there were two ſorts of Cate | 
chument ; that is, Perſons Catechized and Inſtruted in | prg 
the Chriſtian Religion ; the firſt were (cxtrane:) that 18, [nor 
perſons without the pale of the Viſible Church, Heat/irns fro 
and 7:f:dels by birth : Now theſe were firſt Taught, and [Org 
then Baptized; firſt inſtructed in the faith, and afteri | , 
wards Baptized into that Holy Faith they were inſtrt> | git; 
cied ; in the ſecond ſort were. C:7j aacrore, that is, The |they 
Children of believing Parents, who being born within; [ſee 


the Viſtble Church, were look'd upon: as members of ſons 
it: 


—_ 


s @ 


"OO 
LE 


=!  & oo 9.0 O0 


XX + 6: 7: ow ey 


co 


The Lawfulneſs of Infant Baptiſm. 31 
$2 and Baptiſcd in their Infancy. Theſe being unable 
to make a confeſſion of their Fairh before Baptiſm, as 


| they ;grew up, they were Catechiſed and Inſtrutted in 
| the Faith, which they had in their Infancy been Baptiſed 


into, And when they were able to give an account of 
their Faith, they came into the publick Congregation), 
and made an open Confeſſion of it before the Church. 


1Ratifying by their own voluntary conſent, that Coves 


nant which they had entred into with Almighty God 
at their. Baptiſm, and taking that promiſe upon them- 
ſelves -which their Sureties had made on their behalf 
when they were Baptized. And thus by Prayer and im- 
poſition of Hands they were received in Eccleſiam A- 
dultorum, and ſo were admitted to the. Lords Supper ; 
and thus by a regular Tranſition they paſt out of a ſtate 
of Infant memberſhip into a ſtate of Adult Memberſhip, 
by a perſonal owning of their Baptiſmal Covenant. 
Now the uſefulneſs of Confirmation, according to its 


\ firſt-Inſtitution and Primitive Prattice will appear many 


Wayes.. 
| 1, By this means, that much neglefed and deſpiſed 
Ordinance of Catechiſing would be brought into more 
frequent uſe, and greater eſteem in the Church. 

2, Hereby Parents would be excited, and Children 

quickned to ſeek after knowledge, that they may be a- 
ble to give an account of that Faith, which they are 
Baptized into. 
. 3: By this means a Soveraign remedy would be 
provided againſt-the malady of mixt Communions : ig- 
DOrant and ſcandalous perſons would hereby be kept 
from Communion with the Church in that Venerable 
Ordinance of the Lords Supper. 

'2. Demonſt, If Children in their Infancy in the Pri- 
Mtive times were admitted to the Lords Supper, then 
they were certainly fore-admitted to Baptiſm, for no 
ſort of Chriſtians ever admitted any Un-baptized per- 


|fons knowingly to the Lords Table. But we find io the 


32 The Lawfulveſs of Infant Baptiſm; 
Writings of the Ancient Fathers, particularly St. Cypria| Pc 
and St- Auguſtin, ſeveral Pleas for Childrens receivir Ie 
the Lords Supper, amongſt which one of the chief wa] 
grounded on St. John 6, 53. Excepr ye eat the Fleſh anjit, 
drink rhe Blood of rhe Son of Man, ye have no Life in ym| 
Ll krow the oppoſers of Infant Baptiſm will reply 
that this was an erroneous Opinion and Praftice; ond [121 
do not pretend to juſtifie it. But doubtleſs the Practice (at 
Infant Communion may confirm any reaſonable Man it 
the belief of the practiceof Infant Baptiſm, becauſe note] i" 
could be Communicated before they were Baptized. b 
And therefore the practiſe of giving the Sacramen| #1) 
to Infants, which was in uſe of Old, (and as | haveredl of 
is {till in uſe in the Greek Church at this day) is a mol}... * 
Emphatical Demonſtration that thoſe Churches wery Ch 
and are of Opinion, that Infant Baptiſm is as Lawfi Fat 
and Valid as thar of Perſons of riper years. and 
3. Demonft, If the Ancient Fathers brought th|®"< 
Baptizing of Infants as an argument againſt Hereticly Mo 
ro prove the Doctrine of Original Sin, then certalth Chr 
the Practice of Infant Baptiſm was anciently -in th?" 
Church. | hd 
But we find the great St. Auguſtine, &c. 1n their Dif #4 
putations againſt Pulagizs, (who boldly of Old, asmt 
ny of the Anabapriſts do at this day, denied the Dv 
Qtrine of Original Sin) producing the Baptiſm of Iv 
fants as an Argument to prove them born in Sin. 
Therefore thcre muſt be ſuch a Practice in the Prim 
tive Church as Baptizing Infants,acknowledged. This 
lag:44 was an Heretick about the year 400. born 
Br:itrain on the ſame day on which St. Auſtin was £ 
in Africa, ( Providence fo ordering it, that the Poy ro 
and the Amidcte {hovld be Twins in reſpect of Tune. \ ; 
Amonyzlt other of his Hereſies this was one, That Infa the | 
were born without Original Sin: St, Auſtin demandel ing! 
aj him the reaſon why the Church did then Baprize'In w 
Fincs, for, ſays be, what is clean already, needs not18 
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Now. thus 1 argue, if Infant Baptiſm was not an A- 
olical Tradition, or were derivable from any thing 
6 than'Apoſtolical praftice » how came it to paſs that 
the Pelggians did not rejeCt it for an Innovation, when 
it was urged as an Argument againſt them : It had been 
afie for them Cif:there had been any grounds for it) 


| adjudg*d it needful for Childrens obtaining the Kingdom 

of Heaven, and accordingly did Baptize them. 
4. Demonſt, If it was a groſs Error in the Primitive 
| Chorch,to admit Infants to Baptiſm ; then the Primitive 
Fathers in ſuffering ſuch an Error to' paſs uncenſured 
and uncondemned were guilty of the greateſt impiety 
'ty/and Hypocriſie. For what was this but to connive at a 
#6 Mock-Baptiſm, and to. make many Millions of Moc k- 
Chriſtians ? We find the Ancient Fathers ſmartly Wri- 
ting againſt other Hereſies, that had crept in, in tieir 
|days,” as the Hereſie of the Gnoſticks, Marciontes ard 
nib Hanchees : but not one word againſt the Error of In- 
| fant Baptiſm, and yer we are fully afſured that it 
4] Fas in uſe in their time. 

And can we imagine that the Holy Ghoſt ſhonld not 
preſerve one Church amongſt ſo many, from falliog in: 
imj59 ſuch a pernicious Error ; but ſuffer the Univerſal 
| Church for 1600 years together to perſiſt and continne 
In 2 ſinful Practice, if indeed it were ſuch, for not on'y 
the Primitive Church in the firſt Centuries, bur all the 
{| Reformed Churches in theſe laſt Ages, and at this day, 

do in all their Confeſſions of Faith declare their belief of 
oo Doctrine of Infant Baptiſm, and do prattile accord- 
ingly, 

I, The Church of Erglani Art. 27. fays thas: The 

»Y Bantifin 


aptiſm of young, Chi 
ed in the Church, as 
of Chriſt. hs co A A 4; 
2. The French-Church Tpeaks thus : Tnfants that ar 
Us of. Holy Parents, ought to be Baptized. by Chrifth 
Authority. i + Gner'# We 

3- The Dutch , Confeſſion thus : We believe that 
Children ought to be Baptized under the Goſpel, as they ; 
were Circumciſed under the Law, for as much as the 
ſame promiſes.were made to them, and to vs. , _ 

4. The Church of Bobemiahb ſays, Children ought 
to be dedicated ta Chriſt, &c. according to his Com- 
mand, Mark 10, 13. 

5. The Church of Helvet:a ſays, We Condemn the 
Doftrine of the Anabaptiſts, which deny Baptiſm to the 
Children of Believers, who are in Covenant with God, 
EC. | 

With many more to be ſeen in Corp. Confeſ, Fid, Fee, 
Ref. 
1; if the Anabapaiſts can believe, that Almighty 
God has ſuffered all his Churches, Ancient and Modern, 
and that in all parts of the World, to fall into one and 
the ſame Charch- deſtroying PraCtice: They have ; 
Power which I ſhall never envy them, namely, of Be: 
lieving what they pleaſs. 

Having thus (SatisfaCtorily, I hope) Evidenced to you 
the lawfulneſs of Infant Baptiſm : I proceed now to the 
ſecond part of my Province, to Manifeſt the uſefulne6| 
of that Ordinance in general, and to Demonſtrate that|' 
it is much more uſeful to Baptize a perſon in Infancy; 
than when grown to years of Underſtanding. Infant 
Baptiſm,ſay the Anabapriſts, is unlawful, becauſe it is un 
nſeful : Chitdren, ſay they, underſtand wo more tha] C 
Brute Beaſts, what 1s done unto them : Therefore you! P' 
may as warrantably Baptize a Reaſt, as a Child. Here] Þ! 
therefore I ſhall endeavour theſe two Points. ( 1.) Aﬀert| Ki 
the uſefulneſs of Infant-Baptiſm in General: And then| 4 

(2.) Prove 
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The Uſefulneſs of Infant Baptiſm. 35 
(2.) Prove, that it is much more Uſeful and Adyanta- 
geous to Baptize'a Child in its Infancy, than to omit it 
until grown to years of Underſtanding. 
. 1.1 ſhall Aſſert and Prove the Uſefulneſs of Infant- 
Baptiſm in Genera), that it is of mighty Advantage to 
Infants theſe three ways : (1.) As it is an AQ of Iniria- 
tion: (2.) As it is an-A&t of Dedication: (3.) As it is 
an Act of Reſtipulation, 
1+ Infant-baptiſm.is greatly Advantageous, as it is an 
Aft of Initiation; that is, a Solemn Admiſſion of rhe par- 
ty Baptized into the Viſible Church-: Ir is an Ordinance 
by whichBabes are Matriculated and Adopted into the 
Houſe of their Father; and taken into the Arms of their 
Mother .: Hence Baptiſm is called by the Ancients, Ec- 
cleſue janua, gratie porta, the Gate of the Church, and 
the Door of Grace : And for that Reaſon, they had their 
Baptiſteria,their Fonts or places for Baptiſm erected near 
the entrance, and not far from the Door of the Church : 
Now this Admiſſion into the Church being an A of 
Favour and Divine Indulgence, Children as well as grown 
Men are capable of ic. As for Inſtance : Suppoſe a 
Prince ſhould rake a Beggars Child, and Adopt him into 
his Famyly, and ſettle a part of his Dominions upon him, 
and to Solemnize and confirm this, ſhould command the 
Child to be Waſhed with pure Water, who durſt deny 
the Child to be capable of this At of Fayour, and: of 
Advantage by it? In like manner our Children now 


, being as capable as the Jewiſh Children heretofore of 
+ the Sacrament of Admiſſion into the Viſible Church, by 


Vertue of their Admiſſion, you do entitle them to many 
choice Priviledges, and Special Advantages. 

For, 1. Infants by beings Members of the Viſible 
Church, are intereſted in al! the Prayers that are daily 
Put up, in and for the Church : For though the Church 
by the common Tye of Humanity Prays for all Man- 
kind, y&t thoſe that are af her own Flock and Fold, have 
a ſpecial interelt in her daily Supplications. Although 
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| aparticular ſhare; iNow if you will fully neglect to ad- 
; it. them by. Baptiſm into the Church, her Charity to- 
| wardsthem,and Prayers for them, canextend no farther 
to them, than to. Heathens and lobdels.  ' _: 
2, Infants by Virtue of their:: Admiſſion 4nto/. the 


Chriſtian Church,;þave an lntereſt-in that ſpecial pro- | 


vidential care which Chriſt Exerciſes.qver his Churck, 
Although Chriſt gxezciſes a general-care over the whole 
Creation; Yethe is ind more peculiar manner. the Keep- 
er of; his lſrach; his. Eye 4s uponevery Member of: his 
Church, Nightand Day, andinfantsno leſs than others, 
are under the Over-ſhadowing, Wings of his Care. 

3.lvtants admitted by Baptiſta into theViſible Church, 
coitand nearer than the reſt of Mankind to the promiſes 
of God : the Churches Children have a ſpecial promiſe 
of being taught of God, 4/ai. 54. 13. All thy Children 
ſhall oc taught of God, and great ſhall be the peace of thy * 
Chilaren : Whoſe Children are theſe ? but the Children 
ofthe Goſpel Church. Now- the leaſt - Member of 
the Goſpel Church is a more Special Obje& of thoſe 
protniſes, than any Perſon that is without, can be ſuppo- 
ied 19 be. 

Infant Baptiſin then is Advantageous, as it is an Act of 
Initiation, or Admiſſion into the Church. 


2, Asit isan Act of Dedication,itis farther Advante | 


i. 


£eous: The Parent.in Baptiſm Conſecrates his Child to 
the Service of its Rightful Lord and Maſter. 

Infants it's certain may be now preſented unto the Lord 
as well as the Firſt-born were preſented unto him of 
old ; and if they may be, they- muſt be, and the ſooner 
the better. Your Chilcren are Gods already by Vertve 
of his choice, let them be alſo his, by Vertue of your Col 
{ecration. 


' | 43,034 Ln wry-or «ft there 15 a Stock 
Fr@yers 10a. x2 Hig for the Church, in. | 
the Infant Seed of Believersas well-as others; haye 


Dedicate them to God in Baptiſm, and ſzy ; Lord, 
here is thy Child and mine; mine by Nature, thine by | 


OUCLLAL 


Fhe-Uſefulneſs of Infant Baptiſm. 37 
Covenant: There preſent him to T hee,let him be accept- 


_ ed by Thee: Oh! Make him thine by Grace, ' and by- 


Adoption, as well as by a Faederal Relation. Thou giv- 
eſt him the outward Sign, Oh ! Do notdeny him the in- 
ward Grate: - = 4h: 

1.3, And farther, Baptiſm,Adminiſtred in Infancy, iss 
greatly Advantageous, as It Is an Act of Reſtipulation, 
that is, the Child at Baptiſm, enters into Covenant with 


' God,takes ( as it were) Chriſts Preſs-money in its hand, 


and its Name is entred into the Muſter-Roll of the great 
Captain of our Salvation, the Child takes an Oath of Fis 
delity to him, and obliges it ſelf to fight Chriſts Battels a: 
gainſt Sin, the World and the Devil. 

Now I demand, can your Children begin too-ſoon to 
enter their proteſtation againſt theſe Spiritual Enemies of 
their Salvation ? can they too early engage themſelves to 
God,by obliging themſelves to become his Covenant Ser 
vants? 

Obj. But ſay you, Infants are not capable-of making 
this Engagement in their own Perſons ; how 'can they 
enter into Covenant with God, who know not that God 
is, or who he is? | 

Anſ. This Objetion tyes as ſtrongly againſt Infant- 
Circumciſion, as againſt Infant-Baptiſm,yet obſerve,that 
Almighty God was pleaſed to Seal the Covenant of Old 


x0 the Jewiſh Children, upon an Implicit and Imputa- 


tive Stipulation ; which at years of underſtanding, they 


, were bound to own, by openly profeſſing the Jewiſh Re- 


ligion ; an Implicit Stipulation was ſufficient for the Chil- 
dren of Believers, Then, although an open profeſſion 
and Stipulation was Required of grown Perſons, In like 
manner, Baptiſm being Ordained for Perſons of different 
ages, for perſons under, as well as at yearsof Diſcretion, 
perſonal and expreſs Covenanting is required of the for. 
mer : Butas for Children, Baptiſm may be Adminiftred 
to them, upon an Implicite and Vicarious Reſtipulation, 
by their Sponſors or Sureties, of whom Tertulias ſpeaks, 

( ae 


33 . The Wſfulneſs of Infant Bapriſa. 
(<4 Bojts{mo cap; 15.) as. praftice in ule in the primi- 
tive Gharch, that the Sponſors did Stipulate in the name 
of the.Minors, when they were Baptized: And I cannot 
underſtand what good Reaſon can 
under the New Teſtament, ſhould not Covenant with 
Ggd,;:by:an Implicit and' Vicarious Stipulation, as well 
asthe:Jewiſh Infants did-under the Old Teſtament. 
Having thus ſhewn the Benefit and Advantage of In- 
fant-Baptiſm in general: I ſhall next prove to you, that 


it. is mych more uſeful and beneficial, to Raptize a Child | 


in its Infancy, than to. omit it till riper Years, 

7. Becauſe no Infant-Member is capable of Hypocri- 
fie, which perſons grown up, are too much guilty of: 
I do nat ſay: that. Infants are a pure part of Mankind; 
but 1-may fay, they are the pureſt part thereof, wholly 
uncapable of that groſs Hypocrifie which is too often 
found amongſt your Adult Proſelytes, according to your 
own Confeſſions; which tel} us (in your Books) of 
Droſs and Chaff, and Canaanites in your Congregations, | 


(and we have great reaſon to believe, that therein you } 


ſpeak-Truth.) Children (lay you) fall away, and curn 
prophanezand praftically deny their Baptiſin: Therefore 
let them not be Baptized, and how many Apoſtates have 
you had amongſt your ſelves (witneſs the great number 
of Quakers, which are falln from you,and deny all Water 
Baptiſm :) Therefore for ſhame make not this Objeftion, 
till you know Gods Secrets, and Mens Hearts. 

2, Baptiſm Adminiſtred in Infancy, is far more Ad. 
vantageous,than at riper years) as it is a prz-engagement} 
upon the Chriſtian, to Repel and Reſiſt the Temprati- 


ons of Satan : What a'forcible Argument has a young] - 


perſon from his early Dedication to God in Baptiſm, 0 
relilt the motions of Sin, and to repel the power of 
Temptation : And accordingly, Luther tells us of a young 
Virgin that reſiſted an Enticement to Uncleanneſs, with 
this Anſwer ; Beptizata Sum, 1 am a Baptized perſon; 
What! ſhall I be reconciled to Sin, may the Soul ſay, 


'ſhewn, why Infants. 


unto 


The Uſefulnefs of Infant Baptiſm. '39 
unto which'l was a Sworn Enemy from my Mothers 
Breaſt ? But now with what Armour ſhall the Unbapti- 
zed young perſon, blunt the edge of Satans Temprati- 
ons ? Come along. with: me-(ſays Satan) and Liſt your 
ſelf under my Banner, for.you are under no Explicit 
Engagement to: the contrary. z::you cannot; pretend that 
the Oath of God. is upon you- Tis true, may. the Devil 
ſay,you lyeunder a natural Obligation to ſerve and obey 
your Maker, as he is the Author of your being ; but 
you do not lye under that Super:added Obligation of a 
Baptiſmal Vow, which others throw in my Teeth, when 
at any: time 1 Sollicit them to comply with my Deſires. 
Oh:thenz. let Parents early entitle God to their Children, 
that ſo they may prevent the Devils claim, -bring them, 
under this Soul-engaging Ordinance of Baptiſm, and as 
ſoon as they are capable, cauſe them to underſtand the 
Obligation of that Engagement, as you love your Chil- 
drens Souls, let them not go grazing in the Wild Com- 
mon of the World, without Chriſts Sheep-mark upon 
them, leſt Satan challenge - them-for his own, and clap 
his brand upon them. | 

3. Baptiſm in Infancy is more Advantageous, than at 
riper years, as it is an early Remedy againſt the Malady 
of Original Sin, that Hereditary Contagion of the Soul : 
Let me ask you, which is beſt for your Child 
that has the Kings Evil from its Birth, to be 
touched for it in the Cradle, or to let the Diſtemper 
Reign upon the Child till it is grown up, and can be- 
ſepſible of the Benefit- Original Sin, it is ſuch an Evil, 
as none but the King of Heaven can Heal or Cure, and 


' ſuch is his Compaſſion and Condeſcenſion, that he nat 


only permits, but invites you to bring your Children 
to him, that he may touch them, St. ark 10, 13. 
Now what way isthere but by Baptiſm, to bring your 
Infants under Chriſts healing Hand, they are capable 
of benefit by no other Ordinance but this : Therefore 
will it be not only unkindneſs, but cruelty, yea, a De- 
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4 wilfoT Apoltaty-that'is foutd in ſuch a 
ſolenily dedicated to 


God;and'devoted to his Service and Glory-For thosmay' 

we ſuppoſe 'the early Baptized Chriſtiair to:expoſtulate! 

with himſelf,” upon a die reflexion ofihis-perſonal miſ- 

carriages: Ah! Wretcli"that I am 1-4id God'enter m& 

into his Family in my Infancy-? did he ever fince trear nie! 
as his Covenant Friend and Servant ? and was Tno ſooner 
able to ſpeak,but I blaſphemed him; noſ66ner ableto go, 

" but I ran away from him? / how have all the'Blood and: 
Spirits that ranthro my youthful veins, boilet up againſt 
him ? Oh how have I contrary to the Duty of my natu- 
ral and ſworn Allegeance, entered into a Covenant with 
Satan, andinto a Confederacy with my imperious Luſts ? 
Oh ! my Soul; remember from whence thou art falln, and 
repent, renew-thy Covenant with God, leſt by more ri- 
vetted Apoſtacies thou provokeſt him to make thee a tre: 
mendons example to all revolting Backſliders. 

But now an unbaptized Perſon has no ſuch Conſidera- 
tion, from which to aggravate the Sins of his Youth ; he 
never having engaged himſelf to God, nor any for him, 
by a Sacramental tye; and conſequently looks upon him- 
ſelf as free,axd diſcharged from any ſuch engagement and 
dbligation. | 

5.Baptiſm adminiſtred in Infancy has this ſingular Ad: 
vantage, above that which is adminiſtred at riper years; 
that it gives the pious Parent a good ground of hope, that 
his Children dying in their Infancy are certainly ſaved; 
for his Child being within the Covenant, and having the 
Seal of the Covenant (Baptiſm) Applied toit, God makes 
that Ordinance at once a channel of Grace to the Child, 


and a Conduit of Comfort to the Parent;and accordingly 
- Chriſti» 


The Uſefulneſs of Infant Baptiſm. 4I 
'ChriſtianParents may comfort themſelyes with the hopes 
"of their Childrens Salvation, as David comforted him- 
"ſelf at the death of his Child, 1 Sam. 12. 23. 1 hall go 
- #0 him, but he ſhall not return to me. 
'*"Obj. But, ſay you, David means the Grave,the place of 
the Dead; and not the Kngdom of Heaven. 

Anſ. Doth he ſo ? howcomes he then tocomfort hims 
ſelf with thatConſideration ? Surely it had been cold com- 
fort to David, ro think that he ſhould one day lye by his 
Child in the grave. Doubtleſs he hoped to meet his young 
Child in Heaven,and that expectation was the ground of 
his ſupport; and his Childs being in Covenant with God 
was the gronnd of that expectation. Now I appeal to you 
whether the well-grounded hope that a Parent has of his 
Childs happineſs, dying under the Seal of the Covenant 
be not' a migtity ſupport to his ſorrowful Spirit, which 
the carleſs negleCters and wilful contemners of the Or- 
dinance of God cannot have;all the ſupport ſuch can have 
is from the abſolute Mercy and Sovereign Pleaſure of 
Almighty God ; ſuch a ground of Comfort, as a Turk, or 
an /nfidel that knows not any thing of God, may have to 
ſupport them in the like Condition. 

6. The PraCtice of Baptizing in Infancy appears to be 
moſt beneficial and advantageous;becauſeit prevents fuch 
ſhameful and ſcandalous neglects of Baptiſm, and delays 
inthe adminiftration,as would moſt certainly ariſe in the 
Church,to the great blemiſh of Chriſtianity, Verily were 
Perſons wholly left to themſelves when they would come 
to that Ordinance, there being ſuch an averſneſs in mans 
Nature' to ſo ſtriet and ſpiritual an Engagement; we 
ſhould certainly meet with as much difficulty to bring 
perſons ro Baptiſm; 'as we ds to perſwade them toicome 
to the Lords Supper. They would reed the ſame preſ- 
ſing importuhity' to prevait with them to be Baptized, 
were 1t not done in their Minority; which now we are 
forced to uſe ' with them to perſwade.them tobe com- 
municated. 
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ceſſarily follows that it ought but once tobe adminiſtred 
to any Perſon : and therefore when Perſons have been 
rightly Baptizedin Infancy, to Re-baptize, or Baptize 
them over again at riper years, (as the Anavapreſts do) is 
ſinful in them that undertake it, and no leſs ſinful in any 
of you that ſubmitunto it. ; 

Here therefore I ſhall undertake theſe two Points: 

I. I will endeavour to ſatisfie you, that ſuch of you as 
were baptiz'd in Infancy,were lawfully & rightly baptiz'd. 

2. That you having been once duly and rightly Bap: 
tized, ought not to be: Baptized over again 3 and cannot 
ſabmft unto ſuch a needleſs Repetitionof the Ordinance 
without ' Sin. | 


our Communion during your Infancy, were lawfully and 
rightly Baptized. This appears by an Enumeration of the 
ſeveral requiſites, neceſſary to denominate a Perſon law- 
fully Baptized : all which did concur-and were found 10 
your Baptiſm. (1.) The Perſon Baptizing ought to be 3 
lawfyl Miniſter, Authorized and Commiſſioned by Chriſt 
and the Governours of hjs Church, for the right admint 
ſtrationof the Word and Sacraments-(2.)T he party Bap: 

e 


tized muſt be a Subjet qualified for Baptiſm a” | 
| ore- 


1. 1 affirm, that thoſe of you who were Baptized in 
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The Sinfulneſs of Re-Baptizing. 43 
foregoing diſcourſe has proved Infants to be. (3.):The 
Element made uſe of muſt-be Water ; the Application of 
which to the-Body being a lively: reſemblance of the Ap- 
plication of Chriſts Blood to the Soul, for the waſhing 
away both the guilt and filth of Sin. (4.) It ought to be 
done before credibleW itneſles that may atteſt the Childs 
Admiſſion into the Chriſtian Church, as amongſt the 


| Jews certain Regiſters or written genealogies were found 


in which the names of the circumciſed Perſons were re- 
corded. See Ezra 2. 62. Neb. 75, 64- and according- 
ly the practice of the Chriſtian'Church has been in all 
Apes to Baptize in the face of the Congregation; publick- 
ly owning thereby the party Baptized for a Member of 
the Viſible Church of Chriſt. | 

Laſily, Baptiſm ought to be adminiſtred in the-Name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, by 
an humble Invocation upon God in Prayer for a Bleſ- 
ſing upon the Ordinance ; and with ſuitable Exhortation 
and Advice to thoſe that preſent the Child-to Baptiſm to 
take care that. it be brought up in the Chriſtian Faith, 
which it is Baptiz'd into. 

Now if Baptiſm thus adminiſtred be lawful and regu- 
lar, I may according to the Judgment of Charity pro- 
nounce you that are here preſent rightly Baptized;all rhe 
eſſential requiſites being found in your Baptiſm. There- 
fore my next undertaking ſhall be to convince you, that 
torenounce your firſt Dedication to God\to diſown your 


| former Baptiſm,and to ſubmit your ſelves toghe Re-bap- 


tizers Dipping, is a very hainous and ſcandalovs Sin. 

And that I may fully convince you of the greatneſs of 
this Abomination; I ſhall cffer a fix-fold Argument to 
your Conſideration, | | 

_T. 4rg, If Baptiſm ſucceeds in the reem of Circum- 
ciſfion ; then Baptiſm is, as Circumciscn was, tur oe 
to be adminiſtred. oo TO IIIY LG's 

But thar Baptiſm ſucceeds inthe rocm of Circymciſion, 


 Thope wy firſt Argument fer 'the-1.whulr.cſs of Irfznt 
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payifi as all bed you therefore as Circum 
- No 0jere tt opti 


was but-once Adminiftred, 
"The reavakee bothis the fame, becauſe as Circumcji- 


ſion was the Sacrament of Initiation, and the door of ad- | 


miſſion into the ViſibleChorch, ſo is Baptiſm ; when Per- 
| ſonsare admitted members of a Society, they enters their 
Names but once for all.: .. 

0bj. 1 know ſome of you objeft, That the Lord com- 


manded Joſhus ch. 5.v; 2. To circumciſe the Children of | 


Iſrael the ſecond time. 

Anſ. But you do not. conſider that they were not tho 
ſame Perſons ; but the Children of thoſe Perſons that 
were circumciſed, for the Caſe was this :. Circumciſion 
being omitted for forty years in theWilderneſs,when the 
Iſraelites came to C 4aan, the Lord requires Foſhua to 
revivethat Ordinance ; not to repeat it upon the Parents, 
but to revive 1t upon their Children; See ch. 5. 7. And 
their Children Foſbus circumciſed, becauſe they bad not bees 
circumciſed by the way. As Circumciſion therefore was not 


to be Reiterated then, no more ought Baptiſm to be Re- | 


peated now. 
2. Arg, That Praftice, which is inconſiſtent with 


the Nature and end of Baptiſm,is certainly ſinful. But-to 
Baptize oyer again thoſe who were once rightly Bapti 
Zed, is inconſiſtent with the Nature and end of Baptiſm, 
Therefore is the Praftice ſfinful- What is Baptiſm, but 
the Sacrament of our New birth ? Now as we can be bor 
but once ip the Fleſh, ſo but once in the Spirit, ?Tis the 
Sacrament of our Inſition or Implantation into Chrilt, 
Regeneratio ſpiritualis una eſt, ſays St. Auſtin, Sicut gent- 
ratio carnalis eff una. But why may not Baptiſm be Re 
peated as well as the Lords Supper? Recauſe that 1s 
Sacrament for our ſpiritual growth, this for our ſpirituzl 


birth; 2 Perſon is born but once, but fed, often. Semel na 
cimur, [evius paſcimur, Bell des,ev ery time we come to the 
Lords Supper, . altho? we do. not make a new Covenant 
with God, yet we renew our old Oce, which is much - I 
3+ 


of God,anda prophane taking of his | val 
muſt needs be ſinful. But thus cauſleſly to reiterate Bap- 


The Stufulneſs of Re-baptizing. 45 
3-..Arg. That. uſe of a Sacrament, for which there is 


me command nor examplein the Holy Scriptures, neither 


. 


expteſly, nor by juſt and neceſary conſequence is ſipful. 


- But for Re-baptizing ſuch as were once rightly Bapti- 
Zed, we have neither Scripture-preceptnor Scripture- 


prefident, dire&ly or conſequently. Therefore the Pra: 
tice of baptizing over again ſuch as have been formerly 
Baptized, is certainly ſinful. Indeed in the Ioſtitution 


© of the Lords Supper, we find (a Qyotie/cungque) as oft-2s 


e dothis, mentioned, which implies a command to do 
it often ; but no.ſfuch Word of command rennog. hn Bap- 
tiſm, to da that oftner than once; and accordingly a- 
monglt the- many thouſands that we read.of who were 
Baptized in the Apoſtles days, we find not any that were 
Baptized twice over. .. Altho ſome of them had Apoſta- 
tiz'd from the Faith they were Baptiz'd into, yo upon 
their Repentance they were received into the Churches 
Communion without being Re-Baptized- | 

4. Arg. That which. is a pervertingot the Ordinance 
oly Name in vain 


tiſm, and Baptize over again thoſe who were once right- 
ly Baptized,is a prophanation of the Ordinance, and a tar 
king of Gods Name.in vain, therefore finful. Sagraments 
are the ſacred Inſtitutions of our Bleſſed Saviour, and the 
moſt venerable Myſteries of our Religion} and ought to 
be treated by all Perſons, with the greateſt ſolemnirty ahd 


TeſpeCt ; now to repeat them without juſt cauſe, and a fit 


occaſion is to trifle with them ; and to tale the tremen- 
dous Name of God in vain in the uſe of them. | 
5- Arg. Sacrilegiouſly to renounce our firſt Dedicati- 


on. to God, and to give Satan the higheſt advantage a- 
zainſt us, that He can deſire, muſt certainly be Gnful in 
the higheſt degree. 

But for a Perſon to diſown his Baptiſm, is ſacrilegiouſ 


| Iyto renounce his firſt Dedication to God, to renounce 


tis former Relation to Chriſt, and does give Satan an un» 
bets G7 


—_— 


| eines ley 


@ — ;*Therefore i Ih the 
\t6 God in Bap 


,"to rnd fo 


fnce oe Relation 6 
"Nanding in Criſs Kingdom, t6\ 
that Body of which'Chriſt is the Head, and-1 in effeCtto 
renounce | Chrifttzoity 1t ſelf. * 
And as to that/Power and Advititage, which it gives 
the Devilover a Perfo6n,I need ſay'but this : Thar ſevera 
-of thoſe vile People called Witches;who have made a fo: 
"mal Coyenant and expreſs contraCt with the Devil, hate 
declared; that the firit thing which Satan has required! 'of 
them, was to renounce their Baptiſm; before which'he 
"could get no Power over them; and after which they 
_ no power tareſiſt or withſtand him. 
6. rg. If the Church has held it ſinful to Baptiz: 
ſuch Perſons over again, who had the eſſentials of Bap- 
tiſm, tho? Baptized by Hereticks : Then is it mych more 
finful ro Re-baptize ſych as are rightly Baptized by lay-' 
ul Minifters.But the Church has all'along refuſed to 
tize them over —_ who were at firſt Baptiz?d 9. 
Tetickszifthe Ordnancefor the ſubſtance of it were rj 
 Adminiſtre&t6thety. Therefore much lefs ovght 
ns, who are alreally rightly Baptized by the true Mins 
ſters of Chriſt, to ſybmit tobe Baptized over again , hg 
can they ſubmit ro it without Sin. 
{was a concitled Cafe in the Primitive Church, that 


A OB my ee 6+ 


where Baptiſm ts rightly adminiſtred by a due Applicti . 


on of the Word and Water, tho* by an Heretick, yetit 
is certainly valid and good ; and accordingly the Church 

appointed that ſuch-Baptized Perſons ſhould be Cate 
chiſed- and Inſtratted-in the Faith they were Baptized 


t vFour ſelves from| 


into;and ſo by Prayers and [mpoſition of Hands were te: 
ceived into Communion with the Church ; but were hi 
ver Re-baptized.' Nay further,chis was not only the oph 
nion and praftice of the Primitive Chotch of old,but'it i 
alſo the judgment and praCtice of the reformed Church 


"The \Stufulneſs of Re-baptizing. 47 
cit this day: For if a Perſon be Baptized by a Romiſh 
ſt; 'in 'the'name of the Father, and of the Son, 'and 
bf the Holy Ghoſt,' and with the Element of'Warer, if 
»frerwardstbis Perſon! comes into theProteſtahr Commu: 
/ion;* the Reformed Churches will not Baptize him over 
ein: but exhort him and oblige him to make a right 
-ufe of that Baptiſm which' was ( for Subſtance ) rightly 
'Adminiſftred to him: tho? in an undae manner, Be 
- What a'high degree of Cenſoriouſneſs and unchari- 
tableneſs then is it, in you of the eget perſatinp, 
to'condemn the Baptiſm of all 'the Reformed Churches 
throughout the World as Nut and Void,to pronounce it 
notan Irregularity only,butaNullity alſo: Affirming bold- 
tyas you haye tow one at this preſent Conference, that 
there is no true Baptiſm, no true Church but amongft 
your felyes: which was exadtly the Opinion of the Do- 
narifts i the days of 'St. Auſtin +! who'affirmed' then, as 
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you do now, that Almighty 'Godhad' no Church, no 
Halltidnces, 'no People but amongft them, who were a 
| -poor handful of eluded Morrtals, 1a corner of Africa. 
- (Therefore fora tloſe of this Argument concerning the 
fnfalnefs of Re-haptizing ; Allow me [ pray you, liberty 
'in the Name of my great Maſter, and for the Honour of 
his Holy aſticoricns; which have been ſo ſhamefully pro- 
ſtitured by ſome of you lately in our Neighbourhood, to 
expoſtulate the caſe with ſuch of you as have ſubmitted 
to be Baptized over again. Sirs, I beſeech you ſerioully to 
. conſider both the Sin commitred againſt God, and the 
ſcandal given to good Men; by renouncing your former 
Baptiſm, you have renounced your firſt Dedication to 
God,your former Relation to Chriſt: you have diſown'd 
thatever you were Members of his Body : You have pro- 
faned a Solemn Ordinance of God, and taken his Holy 
Name in vain, you have Condemned all the Reformed 
j-| Churches throughout the World, who decry this pra- 
-is| iceof yours as an Abomination : Conſider I beſeech you z 
hes | how you have fallen, and repent. 


— 


SAY ET S ERS 


=> + .240 >=—78S Ve. 


, Id - 


proi ”. 5; 


bs of yoBrs with 


ance may be. Pals and a your: 
oth and iveo by your offence,... 
for Wt of you who I (hi yet kept from this fe 
Qice, my ai 15,25 you. loye your Soul tb 
ue-your inward peace, avoid the ſnare, hun A cc | 
ons, come not near. TE. Tents of the Ter: Men, Know 
you are already in the, Communion of a Clrobe in 
1s a ſafe way to Salyation, and remember » mf au 
leave. vs, the farther you go, the worſe you'l ſpeed, 

I know what .your Dipper here wall reply to all this 
that he is againſt Re-baptizing alſo, and therefore i. 
perſuade you to come under his hands, .he will tell you, 
that he calls you to Baptiſm,not to be Re-baptized, ;you 
being (as he inſinuates) never Baptized. at all, becauſe 
you were Rantiz'd,not-Baptiz'd, Sprinkled, not dipped, 
or plunged all over inthe Water z which, ſays be,, is 
neceſſary in the ACt of Baptizing, that a Perſon may & 
well omit to baptize in the Name of the Father, and. of 
the Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as omit the Dipping the | ;.. 
parly baptiz'd under the Water, which is the next part | ... 
of the Controverſie between us and you. For the clearer | 
underſtanding of which I ſhall do three things. 

1, Lay down ſome general Propoſitions relating to this 
Controverſie. 

2. Produce our Arguments which fully ſatisfy us, 
touching the Lawfulneſs of our way of baptizing why 
out dipping. | 
3. Return an anſwer to what you offer in plea for the | ,,. 


juſtifying your dwn Practice and condemning ny | 
. GE 
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The" Nob-neceſity of Dipping, 49 
1, General Propoſitions for the clearing of this Con- 


'|foverſie; Gf 6s 
*[-3t,/ Prop, That' we ought to diſtinguiſh betwixt that 


#hich is of the Eſſence of baptiſm, and that whichonly 
Faccidental in baptiſm : The Word and the Element of 
Water are of the Eſſence of Baptiſm : Acredat verbum 
1d 'Elementum, & fit Sacramentum © ſays St. Auſtin : let 
the word of [nſtitution be added to the Water,and it be- 
comes'a Sacrament : but tho? Water be eſſential in bap- 


'|tifm, yet the modus applicand:; that is, the manner of 


pptying the Warer tothe perſon baptized, isonly Cir- 
+ 2! nc : Some apply the Perſon to the Water, 0- 


"7 | thers apply the Water to the Perſon; both are warran- 


table; ' becauſe we have ſufficient reaſon to believe that 
baptiſm was Adininiſtred both ways by the firſt Admini- 
ſrators of it, as'ſhall be made appear in its place: 

2. Prop. That the way and manner of applying the 
Water in baptiſai-is not poſitively determined: in the 
Holy Scriptures, it cannot be gathered either from-the 


1 fignification of the word, or from the ſjgnificancy of the 


Ceremony, or from the Command'of Chriſt. Not from 
the ſignification of -the Original word, for that ſignifies 
to Waſh as wall as'to Dip. Not- from the ſignificancy of 
the Ceremony :-for the pouring out of Water on the 
Perſon baptized, is as ſignificative as the pouring out of 
the Blood of Chriſt, and the pouring forth the Spirit of 
Chriſt.vpon the Chriſtian, (which is the thing ſignified 
Iw/baptiſm) as dipping can be :- and farther we meet 


.| with no command from Chriſt:to evince the neceſſity et» 


ther of dipping or Sprinkling ; we are required to bap- 
tize with Warer,; inthe name of the Father, &c, But 
weifind no Command either for the meafure and/quan» 
tity of the! Water; or'for the manner of applying the” 
Water in Baptiſin, 'aty more 'than-we find for the quati- 


tity of bread;or the'quality'of Wine inthe ords Supper. 
- 3- Pr.p.) That as there is a probability thatbaprum 
Was Adminiſtred i the! Apoſtles rifnes by ' 1aimenfron'or ” * 
Kon D3 dip- 
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have been a work. of many. dave which the Ten | 

tells us was done the ſame day, AG, 2.41, Sotharthe| 
manner of applying the Water being nat poſitively 
termined inScripture,it ſeems probable enough that 
tiſm Was wr may. be Adminiſtred either way, both 
Dipping and Sprinkling. 

Rs That we do not oppoſe the Lawfulneſs of 
Dipping, i in ſome caſe, but the neceſſity of Dipping ind 
caſes, Our,Church acknowledges the Lawfulneſs of Dip 
ping, and-i in ſome-caſes direQts us to it, but ſhe does not 
accountit.ſo eflential to Baptiſm asto enjoyn it in all a 
ſes, without any reſ] pect- had to times and perſons. For 
the change of ſuch a circumſtance being undetermined in 
the Word of God, is no change or Violation of the Ort 
Final loſtitution. 

- 5- Prop. That none ought to put a Divine Inſtitution 
vpon- any Rite, at their own pleaſure, when it is;inits 
own nature indifferent : and conſequently thoſe who lay. 
ſach a mighty ſtreſs upon Dipping,-as to pronounce the 

Baptiſm. of all the: Reformed. Churches thronghout the 
WorldiNull and Void without .it,ought to:prove it ant 
chavgeable Rite intended by Chriſtzo oblige and'bind all 
Nations; all-Pex ſons; apd-at all Times and of ſuch indir 
ſpenſable neceſſity they theVoluntary Omiſſion of it 458 
Sin: Now that;Man muſt; have #large ſhare of confidence 
that will __ this concerning Dipping: 25h 

, Prop, | 


— 


Terr 


The Now neceſſity of Nigping- Fx 

6. Prop.” Thar in Sacraments it is not the q of 
flemets but the ſignificancy of tliem, that oughv to be 
wricaded': In. Circumciſion it was not the quantity of 
Fleſh chr'off, ſo much as rhe ſignification of it, thas the 
fews were to concern thernſelves about: So in the Lords 
Supper iris not the quantity of Bread and Wine, butthe 
right spprehenfion of the thing ſignified, thereby that we 


ſhould labour after. Sure I am, that the Taſting and Ea» 
ting 6f alittle Bread, and Drinking a ſmall quantity of 


' Wine does fignifie to me my full Communion with Chrſ® 


as well as the largeſt Banquet could do. Thusalſo jn 4 

tifin a few drops of Water pout'd upon me, may ſignify, 

Seal, conveigh and confirm to to me a right and intereſt 

in a1] the benefits of my Saviours Death and ReſurreCtion, 

wr; as if with Jonah 1 were plunged into the Main 
af 

Theſe General propoſitions heing laid down: for the 
clearer underſtanding of this Water-controverſy, | pro- 
ceed to produce thoſe "arguments, which ſarisfy'us ron- 
chipg the LawfulneB of our Adminiſtring Baptiſm with: 
out Dipping. 

t. Arg. Such an application of Water in the Admi- 
niſtration of Baptiſm, as the Spirit of God in Scripture. 
expreſly calls Baptizing, is Lawful and ſufficient te be 
uſed in Baptiſm. 

But ſprinkling or pouring Water vpon the party Bap- 
tized, without Dipping, is by the'Spirit of God in U- 
vers Scriptores,expreſly called a Baptizing, 

' Therefore it is Lawfol and ſufficient,. and Di pping 
not uecelary, I ſhould, not trouble this Auditory. with. 
the” tg ni cation of the Original word, which we Siubva | 
to Ba ptize ; Did not the' Anabapriſts confidently affert, 
thats t f always. nihes..to Dip. or. Plunge 2 Perſon or 

lol on $: N er, or at. leaſt that Dipping or 

lignification,. .of the Word, 

gb 4” S. the Primitive word Ba'w7a, 

from Tee comes Panic 2 f nilies to Dye, or give 
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of their Baptiſms (or) Waſhings of Beds and Tables ma- 
ny times a day, which if done by dipping, beſides ma- 
ny other inconveniencies, would make the labour of 
the Jews intolerable, and the burthen jnſupportable. 
If then the word (Paptize) be a word of Latitude and 
large ſignification : If it ſignifies as wel] to Sprinkle 
and Waſh, as to Plung and Dip, then for you to build 
an Article of Faith upon the ſigatfication of that word, 
and to condemn our Baptiſm as Null and Void, when. 
rhe ſubje&t Baptized is Waſhed, tho? not _Dip'd. and, 
Plung'd, js unreaſonably weak, and to all Wiſe Men ut- 
terly unconvincing. __ -- 

2. Arg. Againlt Dipping. If Baptiſm *admiuultied 
by poyring Water on the Face, (repreſenting the whole. 
perſon) doth anſwer the Uſe and. End of Baptiſm: as 
well"as when adminiſtred by dipping and plunging) 
T hea dipping js not ellentially and adfolutely heceſſary 
"m 
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The Now-neceſfity of Dipping,, 53 
gh act of Baptiziog. | Bug:the-gne anſwers the Uſe and 
End.of Baptiſm as well as the;ather. : Therefore the one 
cannot. be, more-necellary than the other.” What. is the 
we and End-of Baptiſm but;to repreſent to our minds. 
the effuſion. of Chriſt's Blood for: the taking away the 
Guilt of Sin,and the pouringforth of the Holy Spirit, for 
the purging away the Filth of ic? Now the Sprinkling 
of the Blood of Chriſt, and the pouring forth of. his Holy 


|, Spirit upon the Infant, are more fully and plainly repre- 


ſented by Baptiſm, as adminiſtred by Sprinkling: than 
by Dipping, 'For thus I Argue; | 

If the Inward and Spiritual Grace ſignified by Ba 
tiſm, be mare. lively repreſented by Sprinkling, than 
Dipping : Then ſurely Sprinkling is not only as Lawful, 
but more expedient than Dipping, | 

But the hnward and Spiritual Grace ſignified by Bap- 
tiſm, to wit, the cleanſing, of the Soul-by the Grace and 
Spirit of Chriſt, is, more lively repreſented by Sprink- 
ling than by Dipping. . T herefore- more expedient, and 


' accordingly we find Almighty God himſelf, often ex- 


preſſing that mercy of. SanCtification by. this ation, 
Exch. 36. 25. T h:n will 1 Sprinkle clean Water wpon you, 
and ye ſhall be clean, ec. (\.,.  _ ... 

3. Arg. If dipping were eſſentially and abſolutely 
neceſſary in baptiſm, then in all the baptiſms recorded in 
Scripture, we ſhould meet with full proof, or at leaſt 
with fair probability, that the parcies baptized were all 
dipped. Bur in ſeveral inſtances of Baptized perſons Re» 


yet with any probabilicy of ;their being; dipped; when 
they were baptized, but the cobprary. Therefore rely, 
dipping cannat be ſo ellcnxial, dept, js want of 


it, TO pronounce the baptiſm Fall the Reformed, Chur- 
y 


|- corded in IertDInge, we week with Mq, ſych. Pr oof, nor 


| wo atew inſtances in the. New Teſtament; . 
1.Take notiggof St. Paws baptiſm by Aravias, At: g: 
F; aroſe ard was Bapliaed Rhilyr -t be 


had 
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'Ribgld carry the Jaylor and all 

Nigh poriekr; pa Pond to 
k bdieved; by fuch as have 

at Ng” own diſpoſe; and Can believe 


their_creduli 
what they ry 
' 3. We read, Aft 3.'4i,'6f three thouſant Baptized 
in ohe'day, ih the ſame” plice | where: they-heard $t. 
Peters Seton which'C6tivetted them*:* This place the 
Text''tells us was Frrifalem, and- miſt be either the | 
Temple,'or ſome Houſe, br iti a Street; where ſuch quat- 
tities of Water could notbe found, as might ſerve for the 
decent, Dipping of ſo m thouſands in fo ſhort a time, 
and befides, that Bapeizii2 fs many by Dipping, would | 
have required a Week rather rhan a : Day co diſpatch 
it 10, 
4 Apainſt the neceflity of Di ings is thus :' Tf 
Pa SaRtiemion preſcribed to Nations, then 
- ane? of Adminiſtrat; _ ito all-muſt 


pol ſlible WAR" but Baþti de/ Adminiftred' 
* vine "Countries by * 
difficylty of* the: thing? 8 &-C 


From regard '6f the 
eff nor a Brook it ih#' 


dhtryes ſcarce having 


Water hk K's E ntanroln the Fe 

ny mites 'coftf ft Sox of the” 

thing; For ers mercy 
before Sattific * "lor the Attn hiraop of the Ordi- | 
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The..Now-necefſity of Dipping, 55 
ia ſuch: a: way as. is conſiſtent oo 

ves which mult in ſome Countryes eſpecially at 
ſeaſons*of the year, be in extreme danger-by ing : 
None at all, (fays you in your Letter to me): for-the.pre- 
ſence of God =_ _ - cold =_ _ ——_ 

ons'bis power, fay I, but whiere 1s-hispromiſe 2: 

yous 72M 43 - When thou olſef tborow ol Lb 
will-be with thee: (Good , was there ever Tuch-an 
ignorant wreſting 'the Scriptures, ſince; they were firſt 
Written,as at this day is made by theſe Lay-Predchers:) 
But whether you will believe or not, that Dipping in 
the Nothern Countryes will endanger Life, I am/better 
ſatisfied, than if i experienced it, by reading an AQ made 
by the Senate at Zwrecb in Zwitxerlard, that if an Ava» 
baptiſ# Dip any of their People, he ſhould beipmniſh'd 
with Drowning: WEL EST 
5- Arg. Whatſoever has a tendency towards: the 
breach of the ſixth and ſeventh Commandment by en- 
dangering our:Own-or our Neighbours Life, 'Health-or 


' Chaſtity, isnor ſafe, but ſinful. 


But- Baptiſm by dipping as AdminiſtredbyſoniePer- 
ſons, and in ſome places may expoſe all clieſe to-hazard 2 
Therefore it is not ſafe, - but ſinful. How' many: thon- 
ſand perſons Strong and Weak, Old and Young, would 
this plunging over Head and Ears in Nothern Countries, 
and - the Winter ſeaſon infallibly deſtroy and:make 
end of ? | 


\Wtiereas Almighty God is very tender over the Life 


. of. Man, be would:not have the Jewiſh Infants Cireums- 


ciſetl before the eighth day, ' teſt they had nar;fafficient 
ſtrength to bear it: and ſurely be-is not leſs thercifubto 
the ſeed:of his people now, than he was underthElidiv: 
What [2 burthen-vwas Circumciftion accounted before it 
was renibyed'?: But verily you; go abour to ſubſtitute as 
heavy a/ burthen in-the/room of:ity ady heavier; for Cir- 
cumciſion put one-part: of 'the Body to paing:but. your 
Dipping affets the: whole body-'' Now therefore; why 

tempt 
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Sperm rs endangers your own; 

cighbours:Chaſtiry- 'For:either you dipthe 
nn wa >> er pe autho» 
rity'do you baptize the.cloaths, to With the per- 
fonÞ>{f naked; or next to haked, what unclean thoughts 
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yet:at-leaſt in the gazing Spectators? Whereas all the 
Ordinances of 'God ought to be performed with that 
grxvity and modeſty; with that ſhamefacedneſs and So- 
brietyj\as'may extort a. Veneration; from all beholders, 
anq-nox proſtitute thera to contempt- and ſcorn. 

Ohj. But fay you,/in your Letter to Me,:'What Immo: 
deſty was in Lyaia and other women in Scripture,.who, 
as webelieve, were baptized by dipping ? /. 

:Anſw.' Prove it politively that they were dipt if you 
can; and then I will Anſwer you, that that may be Law- 


modeſt in another- In-ſfome Hot Countries it is no immo- 
deſty:to go Naked, but he that ſhall do foinErgland, will 
be accounted an immodeſt beaſt. In Boaz his Country it 
was no immodeſty in Ruth to come behind him, uncover 
his Feet, and lye down by him ; but ſhould a young Maid 
ſerve'you:ſo, if you are a modeſt man, you would cer- 
tainly account her a Whore for ſo doing. 

& Arg:- That Ordinance, and that way of Adinkti- 
ſtrarion which Almighty God has honoured and bleſt to 
the benefit and advantage of many thquſands of his Chil-» 
dren :and:People, ovght not to be:accounted either:ft0-: 
fully!Adminiſtred, or invalid in theAdminiſtrations: - 

But'the:Adminiſtration of baptifm without dipping, 
has Almighty God highly. honoured, arid {ignaily bleſts 
to the. comfort and advantage of -muhatudes of b1s/Ser»; 
vants,'many of whom are yet alivez;and:many more re+ 
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and filthy defires may this Occaſion;/if notin the Actors, + . 


ful and modeſt in own Country, which is ſinfel and im- | | 


joyee in Heaven, for'the; benefit and: comfort of their. | 
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. Baptiſm, tho? neverDipt : Therefore what prefiunative 

Taſhneſs is it in you, -to profiounce the. Ordiggnee.of 

-haptiſins Adminiſtred and thys bleſt, to; be-Nal] and 
oid ? Os & 


-1;Y.OIg £ 32: 1 {N28 OL $09 
... 'Having: thus produced the; Arguments for the Law: 
 falneſsof our, way of Adminiſtring Baptiſm : Lcome next 
© to.conſider your way of Adminiſtration, and to examine, 
| © whether your Arguments for Dipping will hold; Water. 
. , Your-cqmmon Pleas are, - .,- {5 19} 1g) 
1- Pleas, the. word (Baptize): in. Scripture, .ſag;you» 
always ſignifies-to- Dip, when.applyed to the, Qxdi 
| -Baptiſty, 59TGO *E: B.UOITTE( lis 
Not always (fays we) but. ,oft«times ſignifies. Waſhs 
ing; and Sprinkling, as was-largely ſhe 1 9p now.,,.and 
were 4# Baptt- 
ſprink- 


. plainly appears-from 1 Cor, 10.14 4 re «4 
£4 #nthe-Cloud. This could be no-ather thanby-ſprit 
lg, for they could.not be Dipt in. the Cloud, ;;i;-.1 + - 
2bj, Oh !. but, ſay youz this was. no-reat Baptiſ, but 
Typical, only and Pda oy} þ 2, v6; | 
Anſw. lt, was real baptiſm, for doſes B 


| Baptiſm, and 
Chriſt's differ*d not in ſubſtance, the /ſraelires baptiſm 
was a Prodomus and fore-runner,of our baptiſm, bur be it 
as it will : this inſtance ſhews and confutes.yau that the 
word baptize doth not always-ſignite to Dip... - :-; , 

Obj. But ſay you, the Dutch, Annotators thus: render 
the word (baptize) to doop.or-Dip, and for, Fob» the 
Baptiſt they read Fohn the Dooper, .T herefore,. &c, . 
Anſw. Very well: and ſuppoſe our Engliſh Annota- 

tors had rendred it John the Sprinkler, as the Dutch have 

rendred it John the Dipper, had not the Argument-been 
the ſame? What a mighty impertinency is this,to lay {0 
much ſtreſs upon the ſignification of a word which is ta- 
ken in ſeveral ſenſes, as the great Maſters of the Greek 
Tongue have abundantly proved ? calt 

2. Plea : But baptiſm, ſay you, ſignifies the Death and 
| Burialof Chrift; now Dipp*ng is a more lively repreſen: 
| tationof Chriſts Death, for thereby the party baptized is 
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ſelves; they/ba Hoke ko themſclves ; 'why do you not Keep 
cloſe to the'Metaphor of burying, aid lay them dowiin- 


tirely-into the boſon of the water. I'confeſs I have heart! 
of ſome _—_ have kept cloſer to this Metaphor of 
Burial; and have = the Baptized perſons ſo long un- 
der water, that they have been almoſt choaked and by- 
ried alive; fo that by tliis yon ſee, what liftle reaſon yao 
have to make ſuch an outcry againſt us, -for baprjzing 
only a part of the body inſtead of rhe whole : : it is ve-{- 
ry plain'yon do the ſame your ſelves; you baptize only 
from the waſte upward, all the lower part is put under 
water 'by themſelves, not by you : Thou'that judgeft ant 
_ condemneſt thy felf, inaſmuch as thou doſt the ſxme 
e 

—— Our bleſſed Saviour, ſay you; was Bapt' 
nd at thirty years of Age, and then by Dipping : Fo | 
he went up ot of the Water, St. Mat. 3. 16, and fhall rot 
we imitate our dear Saviours Example? | 
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commmanded yoy.to go into, Water, Te e 


'Viours was, is not binding. 


"14. Plea, .. But John Baptized in non, by 


I, Anſw, As for St. Johns baptizing in E197 Toh. 
is. 90k, there 


, Many War 
as 


that at all. times z unleſs (1..) Praftice and Example be 
a. ſufficient gropnd for the, Inſtitution of a-Sicramental 
Rice. (2.) Unleſs it can be proved that eyery. circum- 
ſtance beJanging to a Sacrament is of an.unchangeable 
and unalterable Nature, and: ſo neceſſary that.it ma 

not in any Caſe be aketed. wickoot ſin-- Both which 
Will appear ad Grecas calendar, Having now diſpatchg 


ds 2 uring ' 
ar of the ene, is ſure 
{grow vp) they Jiſlike th 
do's, it_is rites Gods fay 
. Ne ' : out of Coyenant,. nay caſt jh- 
| north ell 3 har boy. -and, contemptible. thoughts ſoeyer 
forr T i kB; tth-ptiviledge,”l are ap il 
to the recder eh Oo Chriſtian Parent, wheth 
he wy not ſooner part with tis Childref into Coon 
choſe rather to ſee them Gally-ſlaves in Tr- 


'toenjoy them in his Arms, and not have them Men: 
bersof Chriſts Body. , Yea L will-add, that it would he 
2 much leſs Sorrow to'a pious Parent, to ſee his Children 
daſht agaitſt the Stones,. and yet to die under Chtilts 
Wing, as Viſible Members of his Body ; then to have 
them live all their days in his ſight, having no other thay 
2a viſible ſtanding in the devils Kingdom. 

It is not meet ſays our Saviour, To take Chilavens 
Bread, and caft it unto Dogs : Baptiſio i is the Bread of the 
Lord, which he would have given to his Children : God 
Ag then forgive thoſe men, who make the lt- 

of Believers no better than Dogs; and pro- 
nounce them as uncapable of benefit by Baptiſm as pt: 


Chriſten a Bell as to Baptize a Child; that when it 
rains, if a Parent bring his Child into, the open Air, 
and let the Cloud ſprinkle jt 'it is as effeCtual as if the 
Prieſt Baptiz'd it- Verily the day is haſtning, far a 
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Tevere account mult be given by theſe men, for all the 


hard ſpeeches they have uttered againlt the Innocent 
Lambs in Chriſts Flock, for. which the great Shepherd 
died. As for you that hear me this day, if you love 


your ſelves and your Children in your ſelves, ſtand up 


in the defence of your Childrens Magna Charta, inop- 

f that will bring their Cxzo Warranto 
againſt it z. and yerily when 1 coniider what an invaſua- 
ble Priviledge the Covenant- Blefling 1s, I cannot but 


wonder that any pious Parent who is withal Jadicious ; 


ſhould ſuffer himſelf ro be Bubbl'd out of it, But eſpe- 
cially I admire, how it comes to paſs that you that are 
Mothers, who have naturally ſuch a ſtrong Aﬀe&ion 
to your Innocens . Babes, ſhould yet be in Love wich 
this ſower Opinion, which not only ſets your Children 
in their Infancy, in no better State than Pagans and In- 
fidels, but ranks them amongſt dogs and ſwine, as to 
their incapacity of receiving any benefic by baptiſm: 


- But Teaſily anſwer my ſelfthus, that Women thro? the 


weakneſs of their underſtandings, do not apprehend the 
Conſequences of this Opinion z and ſo they maintainthe 
hopes of their Childrens Salvation, whilſt they deſtroy 
the grounds of itz which is indeed right Womens Lo- 
2ick, to hold the Concluſion, and yet deny the premiſes ; 
that is, to believe that their Children are ſaved, and yet 
deny that they are in Covenant with God, which is the 
great ground of hope for their Salvation. 

2, Let meexhort all you that are Parents, or may be 


* ſuch, to take ſpecial care that you conſcientiouſly diſ- 


charge your duty to your Children, as you will anſwer 
the contrary at the barr of God; and that you may do 
ſo, know 


Ke Something is to be done for them before they are 
rn- 


2, Something as ſoon 25 they are born, 
E 3. Some» 
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3- Something as ſoon as they come to years of un- 
derſtanding. Re Hg 

1. Before your Children are born, (1.) Make ſure 
as much as in you lieth, that they may be born within 
the Covenant, and under the Promife, by your being 
in Covenant with God your ſelves; ſee that the Lord 
be your God, a God in Covenant with' you ; and then 
you may comfortably hope that he will be the God of 


your feed, in their Generations; Oh were but Infants | 


capable of Knowledge, how much would they dread 
being born of wicked Parents, that live in open Rebel- 
lion againſt God, it matters not what Planet, but what 
Promiſe your Children are born under ; if they be born 
under the Promiſe, you may look upon them as a hope- 
ful ſeed. Farther (2.) Make it your endeavour be- 
fore your Children are born, to ſanCtihe your Children: 
This is done by Prayer and Thankſgiving, Children 
are not only capable of a bleſſing as ſoon as they are 
born, but they ought to be bleſled by their Parents be- 


fore they are born. 1. By Bleſſing God for the hopes of |: 


them ; and 24. By commending them by Prayer unto his 


bleſling, 

2. As ſoon your Children are born, preſent them 
tothe Lord, Dedicate and devote them to the ſervice of 
their Maker in the Ordinance of baptiſm ; and do this 
preſently, joyfully, and publickly : (1.) Dedicate your 
Children ro Ged in baptiſm ſpeedily ; do not unneceſs 
farily delay it ; for thereby you will implicitely deny 


God the Title, which by Vertue of the Covenant he |. 


has to your ſeed, as ſoon as ever they are yours ; nay 
farther, vpon ſuch delay you have great reaſon to fear, 
teſt God ſhov!d be angry with you, as he was with 44c- 


ſes fer delaying to Circumciſe his Child ; and leſt you 
ſhould be in as much danger, as he was alſo: Wren the 
Avgel of the Lurd mit him in the way, aid /ourbe to kill 
him, "'ExCCd, 4+. 24. Agair, (2.) Dedicate your Child- 

dren 
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dren to God joyfully, looking upon the day of their bap- 
tiſm as the day of their eſpouſal co Chriſt, as the day of 
their Admiſſion into his Family, and conſequently a day 
of greater Joy than their Marriage-day to the Mightieit 
Monarchs upon Earth; and with much greater Thank: 
fulneſs to be celebrated. (3.) Make uſe of a publick 
opportunity to do this in; do not huddle up your Chil- 
drens baptiſm in private, but give them up to God in 


* "the Face of the Congregation, partly, that by the Pray- 


ers of many, the incomes of the Ordinance may be the 
more Plentifnl ; and partly, that the Ratiſfication of the 
engagement may be the more ſolema. 

- In a Word, ſhall the oppoſers of Infant baptiſm, 
creep out of darkneſs and private Corners, and in the 
Face of the Country, ſcandalouſly dip their deluded 
Proſelytes at Noon-day ; and ſhall we, who do thar 
which is a joyful SpeCtzcle tro Holy Angels and good 
men, decline the Light, as if it were a deed of dark- 
neſs : God forbid ? Let us not ſeek Corners to baptize 


\ our Infants in, whilſt we need not, leſt God juſtly per- 


mit the Enemies of the Truth to prevail ſo far, as to 
force us into Corners when we would not- 

3. As ſoon as your Children are capable of Under: 
ſtanding: Endeavour to make them ſenſible of their 
baptiſmal Dedication and Engagements, and that they 
begin early to walk ſuitably therennto- What's the 
reaſon ſo little fruit appears of this Adyantageous and 


 Soul-engaging Ordinance of baptiſm in the lives of 


Children? is it not too ofren from the Parents neglect ? 
We read, that when Almighty God was offended with 
Ahfes for neglefting to Circumciſe his Child ; his 
Wite Zipporah in a Paſſion threw the Childs Fore: 
Skin at him, ſaying, A Bloody Husvand haſt thou been 
unto me +: On! How many Children another day, will 
throw the very Coals of Hell at their Pareats Heads,aud 
lay, A Bloody Father, or a Bloody Mother have you 
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been unto me, you laid me under an Oath and Vow to 
God in my baptiſm, but.you took no care to acquaint 
me with the Nature of that Obligation. Oh Cruel Pa- 
rent; that never putup Prayer for me, that never dropt 
Tear over me, that never gave any word of ſpiritual 
Counſel or Soul-Advice unto me. -Oh what a Terrour 
will it be unto you, to hear your Children give a judi- 
clal Teſtimony againſt you in the day of your Account. 


Therefore to prevent this, begin early to inſtruct your '| 


Children in the Fundamental Principles of Religion, by 
a Familiar Catechiſing of rhem. Youth is ſoft and pli- 
able, and may be bended to our purpoſes ; when your 
Children are Young, they are moſt in your Power, and 
you have then the greateſt command of them : But e- 
ſpecially then they have not acquired ſuch 1! and vitis 
ous habits, nor imbibed ſuch falſe Priuciples and No- 
tices of Things, as they will do afterwards, if the oppor» 
tunity of Youth be neglected. - 

Sow then the ſeeds of good Inſtruction in the Morn: 


ing of your Childrens Youth, before the Enctay ſows * 


his Tares. Thcy will be liſping out of Oaths, as ſoon 
2s Words; if you do not teach them to uſe their 
Tongues right, and be fure you 1iaſtruft them 1a the 
Principles of our common Chriſtianity, not in the No: 
tions and Private Opinions of a ScCt, or Party. ?Tis 
very eaſie to Proſelyte young Ones to a Faction, and 
ro Eſpouſe them to ſome narrow and ſtingy Opinions : 
to beget in them an eſtcem ofa particular Party of Men, 
and to learn them ta ſcorn and deſpiſe all the World 
beſides. 

Whereas the Principles of real Chriſtianity will ob- 
lize them to the Love and Practice of Univerſal Bentg- 
n1ty and Kindneſs : Train up therefore a Ci:1'd in the 
way wherein it fila go, ana when at 15 1% at will rot depart 
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And here I cannot but ſadly taken notice, how ſuch 
25 account it to no purpoſe to baptize their Children, 
do conclude it to be of as little uſe ro Catechiſe them 
and therefore they decry and inveigh againſt our  Pra> 
tice of teaching Children the Lords:prayer and Ten 
Commandments, as breeding them up in a form of 
Godiineſs, and cauſing them to take Gods Holy. and 
Reverend name in vain. I wiſh that ſuch would conſis 


]der, how good Chriſtians in all Ages have laboured to 


ſeaſon the Underſtandings of little Ones with the Princi- 
ples of Chriſtianity 3 did not Timorhes Grand-mother 
and Mother teach him the Scriptures from a Sucking 
Child, 2 1 im. 3. 15- Alas the rooms of your Childrens 
Souls will not be long unfurniſht ; the Devil, the World, 
and the Fleſh, will make an early offer, and engage 
them betimes, and if you begin not early with your 
Children, you will-be foreſtalPd, and find the work 
much more difficult ; for, *cis eaſier to keep the ſtrong 


man our, than to turn him ont. 


la the next place, let me exhort all Perſons here 
preſent, Parents and Children, Young and Old, to a 
double Duty- Often reflect upon your baptiſm ; but 
think. it not ſufficient to Salvation that you are baptiz 
ed. 

1. Reflect oſten upon your own baptiſm, upon eve 
ry Solemn occaſion, when you fee another preſented 
to baptiſm, remember your own, and call to mind the 
obligation you lye under, to Die to Sin and to Live 
linto God, the ſerious refletion upon baptiſm in the 
Perſon of another may be more effeftual than if Admi- 
niltred over again to thee in thine own Perſon. God 
Ipeaxs that to thee in the P-rſon of the Infant, which 
once he ſpake to thy ſelf, when thou wert baptized ; 
and remember that your Baptiſmal engagements which 
jou took upon you many years a?o, Ilye as firmly ups 
en you, as the Childs, whica were made this day be- 
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fore your face: inſhort, let it be your great care and 
your. chief concern, [that whilſt others erroneouſly dif. 
own their Baptiſm, you do not- practically deny yours, 
but: labour to walk ſuitably to your baptiſmal engage- 
ments. Live as thoſe that are Redeemed by the Blood of 
Teſus;-as thoſe that are SanCtified and Sealed by the 
Spirit of Jeſus; as thoſe thatdo expect an eternal felloy. 
— wine Communion with Jeſus in his Heavenly 
Kingdom. 
/2.; Think it not ſufficient to Salvation that you haye 
been —_— Set not up your reſt there, without x 
Converſation in all things agreeable thereunto : Oh! 
know that a Man may go to Hell with the Baptiſmal Ws 
ter on his Face, and the Sacramental Cup in his Hand, 
if he does not Live anſwerable to his engagements} 
for the higher the Priviledge, the heavier the Guilt: 


Verily an un-baptized Heathen at the great Day wil 
not change places with many baptized Chriſtians : Oh, 


Beg of God then, that you may be born of the Spirit, Y 


as well as born of Water ; that as you are baptized into 
Chriſt, you may put on Chriſt ; that is, partake of his 
Holy Nature, and imitate his Holy Life : In a word, 
pray that you may be Baptized with the Holy Ghoſh, 
and with Fire : that is, be made partakers of the San- 
Qifying Graces of the Holy Spirit, whoſe Operation is 
like Fire, burning up the Dregs of our Luſts, and the 
Droſs of our Corruptions. 

Laſtly, I ſhall ſubjoyn a word of Friendly Admoniti- 
on to you, who have aſſumed to your ſelf the Author 
ty of a publick Teacher in this Place, who have crept 
in here, and widened a breach among[t this People, who 
were lately a moſt United BoGy : and are daily endes 
vourinz to divide them more and more, by perſwading | 
them to renounce their fr{t Dedication to God in Bap- 
tiiin, and to emer into your Communion after the way 
of Dipping. I folemaly profels 1 dare no ul will unto | 

your 


m 
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the prejudices of Education, mifleading others, 
by aodertaking an Office (to get Bread I fear which 
you are no way qualified for, as appears partly by your 
own confeſſion, and . more fully by your Letter Writ- 
ten to me, which alas, is ſo far from containing any 
thing of Arguments, that it wants common ſenſe. | I 
ſpeak not this to ſhame you, but' in real Charity I 
warn you, to Learn before you ufdertake to Teach : 
orif you muſt beat Teaching, re-aſſume your late; pro- 
feſſion of Teaching Children to Read, and pretend 
not to be an Inſtructer of Men of Underſtanding. By 
this time, I hope you ſee juſt cauſe of bluſhing at your 
own Ignorance and raſhneſs in Condemning the Do- 
Arine and praftice. of the Church of England, (and 
therein of al} the Reformed Churches) with reference 
to Infant Baptiſm as Erroneous and Scriptureleſs. This 
was the charge given in your Letter, and how you have 


defended and made good the Charge, I had rather the 
Auditory ſhould tell you than 'my ſelf. 


After all the pains I have here taken, I have but 
ſmall hopes of ſeeing your new Proſelytes (which you 
have ſtolen from us) Re-baptized into our Principles, 
(for an hundred are ſooner miſled than ten recove- 
red) but ifIcan for the future prevent our Peoples be: 
ing dipt into your Opinions, 1 have what I aim'd at : 
and if what-I have now delivered be ſo far influenced by 
the Divine-Bleſſing, as to contribute ſomething towards 
the eſtabliſhment of any one Soul whom you have endea- 
youred to unſettle, 1 ſhall for ever Bleſs Almighty 
God for the honor he has pyt upon mes and account my 
preſent pains abundantly compenſated. 


As to your ſelf and thoſe whom you have perverted, 
my Prayer ſhall be to Almighty God to guide you by 
his 


in Hog 
venly'Ki 


you' up and to give T Inheritance amongit them th 


are Sanftified. Amt? 


if 


